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"ISL . 
THE 
Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


To all who are in God the Father, 
and in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' 
but particularly to the Church 
of Chriſt, mecting in Shaawell, 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace be 
multiplied. 


Dearly Beloved, 


= wiſeſt of Men hath told as 
(excepting Chriſt ) that a word 
ſpoken . in Seaſon , (or, as it is in 
the Original, «upon his Wheels) is 
like Apples of Gola in Pictures, 
of Silver, Prov. 25. 11. Uh how 
excellent are Words, rightly ordered, 


| 2 placea 
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Placed, and ctireumſtantiated ; ſuch 
woras of all are the mot excellent, 
tre moſt prevalent, and the moſt plea- | 
fant Words that can be ſpoken , © 
tbey are moſt precious, moſt de- 
firable, and moit deleftable ; the 
Lord grant that what is here ſpo- © 
ken in this Treatiſe, may be ſuch 
kind of Words , that all that read 
them may find them moſt precious, 
moſt ſweet, and very ſeaſonable. 

To time a Word (Beloved) in 
Seaſon is to ſet it upon the Wheels. 
And, Oh that this might be a Word 
well timed! T'o ſpeak a word to the 
purpoſe (11 Deo placuerit,if it ſhall 
pleaſe the Lord) ts the prejett and 
deſign of this Book ; there 1s a'great 
glory upon all words of Truth, but 
there is a double Glory upon jeaſona- 
ble words of Truth. ® | 

Therefore in the following diſcour- 
ſes I have made it my Care and Bu- 
ſeneſs to ſet before you a ſeaſonable, 


COW» 


Dedicatory: 
comfortable, and encouraging Truth 
and if the Lerd will ſet in by his 
Spirit, (1 am ſure) you will find it 
ſuch to be ſealed by the Spirit, and 


to have his Witneſs in our Hearts, 


(that God loves us with an Ever- 
laiting Love, therefore with Loving 
Kyinaneſs he hath drawn us, er. 
31. 3- Andthatwe are the Chilaren 
F/ (Goa) is moſt ſweet and comforta- 
le ; there tis nothing can, or will 
encourage the Saints of God, living, 
and aying, and comfort their Souls 
more than this. 

A Seal beloved is for two Ends, 
Viz. Safety, and Secreſie; and Sealing 
is uſed in three Caſes, Firit, to, 
keep things ſecret, that they may not 
be ſeen. Secondly, Diſtinit, that 
they may not be confuſed. ' And 
Thirdly, Safe, that they may be 
forth-coming ; theſe uſes .you will 
find opened in. the Book :. To ſet 
forth the unſpeakable Privileages 

A 
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of Believers Sealed by the Spirit, 
from which may be drawn much com- 
fort and ſweetneſs : there ts not a 
more encouraging and comforting 
Truth in all the Book of God, well... 
under (i ood and applied, than this ts 
of Sealing by the Holy Spirit to the 
Day of Redemption, Eph. 4. 30. 


In theſe Sermons of Sealtn? by the 
Holy Spirit, I may ſay, There is 
Milk tor Babes, and Meat for 
ftrong Men. I hope all that ſee, or 


7 — FE I 
read them, will reap benefit by them. 


Y Many of jou ( Beloved) were well 
= pleaſed, and much refreſhed in the 
” hearing of theſe Sermons ; and I 
rruft, yea, and ſhall pray, that you 
may be alſo built up, and noariſhed 
in the reading of them. 


"Tis true, they are brought forth 
and. [et befare you in a homely Drels, 
B08 . 


RY © 
, 


Dedicatory. 
rot garniſhed with fine Phraſes, and 
Rhetorical Expreſſions; but ſuch as 
they are, I hope you will accept 
them : The ton of them is honeſt, 
Viz. God's Glory, and the edifying 
and building up of your Souls in 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


What you find of God in them, to 
the uſe of Edifying, give him all the 
Glory of it ; and Heſs his Name, for 
making the hearing, or reading of 
theſe Sermons beneficial to your 


Souls, 


T am well aware, 'That ſome wil, 
cenſure me, for what I hawe her 
done and offered to the World, Bui 
if God may have Glory by theſe weak 
Enaeavours of mine, aid any poor © 
Soul reap Spiritual Comfort ana Ads 
Vantape, then 1 (hall have my end, * 
and bear up chearfully under the va= * 
riety of Cenſares, which may be paſy'd 
pon me | To 
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. To conclude, C onſider this one 

thing Chriſtians, for your comfort 
anaeſt abliſhment in Chriſt Jeſas,viz. 
That thoſe who are Scaled by the 
Spirit of God here, ſhall be crown- 
+ ed with Eternal Glory hereafter, 
Rev. 2. 10. Such ſhafl have a Crown 
of Life. Chriſt has bought the king- 
dom of Heaven for them that Be- 
lieve, and hath paid for it at anhigh 
rate; even his moſt precious Blood is 
the price paid for it, Eph. 1. 14. 
x Pet. 1. 17, 118, 19. Andhe hath 
prepared for them Manſions, who are 
Demiſons ; Crowns for thew who are 
WHeirs: And pray who are theſe, but 
uh as are born again, and. Sealed 
(the Spirit of Promiſe, Rom. 8. 
RO, 17. 
Believers have Aſſarance of Hea- 
wen three ways. 
F Firſt, By Faith in Chriſ#, 1 Pet. 
" 1, 9. Receiving the end of your faith, 
even the Salvation of your Souls. 
| Secona- 


| 
/ 


Dedicatory. 


Seconaly, By their hearty and real 
Conformity to Chriſt, Rom. 8. 29. 
For whom he did fore-know, he 
alſo did Predeſtinate to be made 
conformable td the Image of his 
Son. 

Thirdly, By the Sealins Work 
of the Spirit, T'or they are Sealed 
unto the Day of Redemption, Eph. 1 
4. 30. And Jays Paul, in the Text, | 
Epy.' 1. 13, 14. After that ye Be- 
lieved, ye were Sealed with that 
Holy Spirit of Promiſe , which 
( /azs he) is the earnett of our In 
heritance, &c. '', 

Believers ſhall as cert ainly be | 
rified, as if they were Crowned 
ready, John 14. 1, 2, 3. 'T 

eirs to Heaven's Crown here, 

[hall be poſſeſſed of it when they com 

there : What the Saints hold now iW 

reverſion, they [ball then have 18 

full poſſeſſion, and be with their God 

the Impyreal Heaven, where oy 
_ 
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will be nothing preſent, that offena, 
nor nothing alone that delights. 
Now that you may all ( Beloved) © 
arrive at this place of Bleſſedneſs, 
and be for ever with the Lord, is, 


and ſhall be the prayers of him, who 
. ſubſcribes himſelf, Tour Servant i» 


the Goſpel, for Teſw"s ſake, 


» 


Nathanael Wyles. — 
; *, Decemb. 4. 1696. * 
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Believers 
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Behevers Sealed 


SB: I1HE 


Spirit of Promile. 


Fixtt Sermon, from Ephep. 
1. the latter part of the 


13 verſe. 


In whom alſo, after that ye believed, © 
ye were Sealed with the Holy Spirit 


of Promiſe. 


\ HE Apoſtle Paul, a Ser- 
vant of Chriſt, in this 
Chapter enumerates the 


principal Chriſtian Privileges, and 
Bleſſings, that were given to, and 
CONE 
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conferredon Believers thro? Chriſt, 
which were the occaſion of lus 
Doxology and Solemn 'Thankt- 
giving, verſe the third, Bleſſed, 


(lays he.) be the God and Fathey of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
bleſſed us, that is, us Believers, 
with / ſpit ritual bleſſino S 11 heavens 
ly places, or things, /» Chriſt Jeſus. 
Whence note, "That Chritt 1s tae 
Foundation of all thoſe Spiritual 
Blethngs that are given and be- 
towed on the Saints. Secons ly, 
That God the Father is to be blet- 
led, that is, prailed and glorified, 
for theſe ſpiritual Blctſngs, who 1s 
the Donor of them through Jeſus 


Chriit. By: ſled be the Goa and Fa- {: 


ther, &c, What thee rich Blef- 
ſings are, which arc beſtowed on 
Believers, in and through Chriſt, 
the Apoitl He ſhews, from the 4. to 
the 13 'v. and numbers them up, 
VIC arc; 


wt 
*. 


| 0; 
'F 
lai 


Lit 


i. ElcQuon , 


of the Sperit.. 2 
, | +2. EleQtion before the Founda- 
3 [tion of the World, or from Eter- 
- nity, in Chriſt, v. 4. according as- 
» [he (zz. God) hath choſen us in 
f ' bim, (viz. Chriſt) before the foun- 
» aation of the world, that we ſhould 
,, be holy, and without blame before 
- himinlove, Where obſerve four 
7. \things. T1. That the efficient 
e 'cauſe of Election 1s the love of 
1 {God, 2 Tim. 1.9. 
- S&-coadly, That the Election of 
y, Perſons is tounded in Tefus Chritt, 
{- choſen us in Iym. Chrilt 1s the 
I, Elect of God, and all the EleQ are 
Is |chotcn of God in Chrift. | 
is ZThiraly, Flection of certain Per- 
-- ſons in Chrilt is not aſter they are 
{- born, or do bcl:eve, but before, 
n ,cven from Eternity ; he hath cho» 
t, jen Us in Iim: when? 6:fore the 
to found:tion of the world; that is, from 
Pp, Eterfity. Election is from Evers 
laſting, though Vocation 1s ut 
time. 
In \ B 2 Fourth» 


: 
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Fourthly, That God hath not 
choſen Perſons to happinels only,. 
but to holineſs; 1h4ut we ſhould bec 
holy, &c. Happineſs 1s the End, 
Holineſs, through Chriſt ; the, 
means to that End : 'ThoughGod, 
has choſe ſome to happineſs, and, 
they {hall all certainly be Saved, 
he ls ſet his Sat upon them , 
yet they that name Chriſt's Name, «x 
muſt depart from Iniquity. So faith 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 2.19. Z 

Seconaly. Another Bling 1s 4 
Predeſtination unto the Adoption, 
of Children, by Jeſus Chriſt, ac- © 
cording to the good will and plea- 
ſure of God; to the Glory and 
Praite of his rich Grace,v. 4. _ 4 
Thirdly. Acceptance with God,y 
(both of our Perions and Services, 1 
in, and through Chriſt, who is the g; 
beloved, 1s another Bleſſing, v. 6. p 
to the praiſe and glory of his grace, ;.. 
wherci he, (v/z. God) hath made." 
us accepted in the Beloved. 

Fourth: 


D 


of the Sp writ, 5 
Fourthly. Redemption from fin 
\YYand wrath, through the Blood of 
"Chriſt, which is precious Blood, 
nd, that-only makes peace with God 
the "for us, v. 7. In whom, through or 
0d: WW hom, we have Redemption 
nd. rough his Blood, Colof. I. 20. 
W Fif! bly. For 7vencls of- Sins , 
”® ; which is a Soul-inr iching Blc fing. 
”e, This comes through the bitter ago» 
ith yy-and blood-ſhed of Chriſt to us, 
WW 9. 22, We have not only Re- 
| demption, but Pardon and For- 
on owvencls of Sins through Chriſt, 
a according to the riches of his grace, 
= bounty or goodneſs, wv. 7. 
a5 Srxthly, A manifeſtation and 
(diſcovery of rhe myſtery of Gods 
«Will, through Chriſt, 1n the Goſ- 
T5 pel, concerning the Salvation of 
n he CSinners, &*«. according to is good 
pleaſure, which he hath pur poſed 
el in-himſelf, v. 9. Whence oblerve, 
© That not only the EleQtion, but 
þ. alſo the vocation of the adopted 
7 ; B 3 OONs, 


ind 
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Sons of God, proccedeth frem 


meer free Gr Ace in Chriſt, and no- - 


thing cle. 

Ser exthly. Union with Chriſt, 
the Head of all the Faithful; this 
is a great bleſſing and pr iviledge, 
mentioned v. 10, That in the diſ- 
penſation of the fulneſs of times (that 
is, in the time prefixed by the 
Lord, who is the diſpoſer of times 

and of order in all things, for the 
accompliſhment of the Promiſes 
that concerned Chriſt the Meſſiah, 


and that concerns all the Ele&t 1n- 


him )be might gather in one all things 
zn Chriſt ; "reduce into one capital 
ſum, ks bring under one head, ſo 
the word fig gnifics, both which ave 
in heaven, and which are ox earth, 
even in him. Some underſtand 
here the Faithful, whereof ſome 
are now in Heaven, and others are 
yet upon the Earth, which are cal- 
ledand gathered intoone body,aud 


ynder one head, The Faithful 
may 


of the Spirit. 7 


may be ſaid to be gathered toge- 


£ ther in Chriſt / wlnch holds forth 


their myſtical Union with Im ) 
becauſe they are joined together 
with him by Faith, and {o are be- 
come, as it were, onc Man. Bur, 
Ejzhthly. Inthe 11. and 12. v. 
ou havethe vocation, or calling, 
oth of Jew and Ceztile, to the 
participation of that Redemption 
in Chriſt, according to God's good 
pleaſure and purpole; of the Jew 
firſt, and afterwards of the Gertzle. 
Is whom alſo we have o9tcined an © 
Inheritance, being predeſtinated at- 
cording to the purpoſe of !vuim, who 
worketh all things according to the 
counſel of his own will, that weſbould 
be to the praiſe of his glory, who firſt 
truſlea (or hoped) i Chr:/t.\W here 
obſerve four things. 1. 'T hat the 
calling of Few and Gertz/e by Grace 
1Q Chriſt here, and their obtain- 
ing Heaven and Glory hereafter, 
isall according to the goodpleaſure, 
and wiſc purpoſe of God. 2d. 


- 
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2aly. All things are attributed to 
the Free Grace of God through 
Chr:{t, without exception, who 
worketh all things; yet we are not 
ſtocks, for he giveth us Grace both 
to will and to do thoſe things that 
are good, Phil. 2. 13, 

34!y. God's working all things, 
not ſimply according to his will, 


__ but according, or aſter the coun- 


{eFoft his own will, teach us thus 
much, 'T hat God, as an intelligent 
and molt wile Agent, doth all 
things upon moſt juſt and prudent 
grounds, known to himſelt; and 
he hath always a reaſon for his 
will, tho* to us his will mult ſtand 
for the ſupream Reaſon, Stat pro 
ratione voluntas, Matth. 11. 26. 
4/hly. Obſerve the great end of 
all this, viz. the praiſe and glory 
of his Grace, z. e. of his glorious 
Grace; that as his bountiful good- 
neſs, and love in Chriſt, deſerveth 
all praiſe, fo alſo it ſhould be ſet 
forth and publiſhed. Ninth- 


| 


) 


a” 
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Ninthly. In the 13, 14. Paul - 
ſpeaks particularly of the vocation 
of the Epheſians,to whom he wrote. 
And hat 1. by the operation of 


"the word of truth, which they 


heard. 2. By the obſlignation of 
the- Spirit, in . whom allo they 
truſted atter that they heard the 
word 'of "Truth, the Goſpel of 
your Salvation. I» whom alſo, af- 
ter that ye believed, ye were Sealed 
with the Spirit of Promiſe. Here is 
another Bleſſing, which is not one 
of the leaſt, though it be one of 


the laſt named. 


Jn this one Verſe (part of which 


150ur Text) we have two noble 
aARs.of Paith ſpoken of aud dif- 


play'd. 

1. A dire act, called truſting, 
In whom alſo ye truited, &c. 

2. A reficx Att, which in or- 


'feriof Nature and Time follows 
vt;which act' is implied in the 
\word Sealing. In whom alſo, aftes 
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that ye believed, ye were Sealed, &C. 
In which words -are- theſe tour 
a_ as, 

The Subjects of this Sealing, 
or Cie and they are Believ- 
ers; ſuch as have cloſed in with 
Chriſt by Faith. An Unbeliever, 
as ſuch, was, never ſealed, unleſs 
to damnation, *Tis Believers only 
that are ſcaled to Salvation.,, 1» 
whom after that ye believed, &C. 

2. The nature of this Aſſurance. 


Paul calls it a Sealing ; ye were ſeal- - 


ea, &c. Aſſurance (fays one } FO 
like to a Seal for three:tlungy.y: 
1. It, conkirms, the Grants of 
. God. And, 

*," 2. It declares the purpoſe of 

God. And, 

Laſtly, Tt «diſtinguiſhes the Per- 
fons {0 priviledged, from. other 
- Perions. - 

2. Here 1s/ the Aurhor of this 
- Sealing, viz. The Holy '$ > 
Promiſe, Te were Sealed. bye Holy 
Spiris 


_ — =” OY” enmxIrmog on enroay_— 


of the Spirit. 11 
Spirit of Promiſe. Tt is he (Belov- 
ed) that keeps the =_ Seal of 
Heaven, and it is his Office to 
Seal, and to confirm, to Believers, 
their Intereſt in Chriſt by Faith, 
and right to Heaven, and Glory: 
As it 1s his work to ſanihe, ſo 
alſo to ſeal Believers, and witneſs 
to them their Adoption, Rom. $8. 
16. The Spirit witneſs with our Spt- 
rits, that we are the children of God. 

4. You have the quality of this 
Spirit that. ſeals Believers; he 1s 
a Holy Spirit, and he ſeals the 
Saints as an Holy Spirit of Promiſe. 
Now the Spirit's ſealing thus, 1. : 
as an holy Spirz, - relates to. his 
previous work of Sant#:fication 1n 
the Souls of them he ſeals: the 
Spirit hrit fanctiþes, and then 
feals the'Soul. 

2. AS'a Spirit of Promiſe ;, this. 
reipets the- Medium, or Inſtru- 
met made uſe of by him in his 
{caling of Believers, viz. the Pro-.. 

muſes 


12 The Sealing 


'miſes of God, which are made in, 
or with Chriſt the Head, ſor all 
Believers, and given to them thro? 
bim, 2 Pet. 1, 4. The Spirit opens 
and apples the Promiſes of the 
Goſpel to Believers, in order to 
their ſealing. 

Thus having opened the Text, 
and given the Analyſes of it, we 
{hall note two DoQtrines. 


Firſt Dottrine. 

That the Spirit of God, who is 
a ſealing Spirit, is a holy Spirit, or 
a Spirit of Holineſs; the SanQtifier 
* of unholy Perſons: he is called by 
this Name often in the Scriptures, 
x Theſ. 1. 5. As the Devil is an 
unclean Spirit, or a Spirit of un- 
cleanneſs, Matth. 12. 43. ſo the 
Spirit of Cod is a holy Spirit, or 
a Spirit of holineſs. We read of 
the ſanCtification of the Spirit, 1 
Pet. 1.3. And weare (aid, 2 Cor. 
3: 18, 10 be changed from glory to 


glory, 


of the Sprrtt. T2 
glory, into the Image and likeneſs 4 
Chriſt, even by the Spirit of promiſe. 

I ſhall.not inlarge upon this; bn> 
ly beſeech you in Chriſt's ſtead, to 
examine your ſelves, whether you 
have this holy Spirit of Promiſe 
dwelling in you; know this, that 
if you have not the Spirit of Chriſt 
( Profeſs what you will ) you are 
none of his, Rom. 8. 9. Have you 
therefore the Spirit or not ? It you 


have, then you are Chriit's, and _ 


transform*d into his Image and 
Likeneſs; you are made comely, 
through his comelineſs put upon 
you, Ezek. 16. 14. It you have 
not the Spirit, you are (till under 
the power of Satan, led captive 
by him at his will, 2 Tim. 2. 26; 
He rules in your hearts, and has 
his throne there, I 2.2; Þ+ 
Queſt. How ſhall we know we have 
the Spirit ? | 
Anſw. By his bleſſed Operations 
and Fruit in your Souls; where 
the 


| 
| 


| 
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the Spirit 1s, the Soul is changed 
- and renewed; and: there's Faith, 
Love, iPatience, and other-Fruits 
of the Spirit, x Cor. 5. 17. Gat, 5, 
21, 22. 


Serona Dottrine. 
The great Privitedge and Ble{- 
ſing of ſealing by the Spirit, follows 
the duty and aCt of Believing ; Iz 


whom alſo, after that ye believed, ye 


were ſealed with the holy Spirit of 
Promiſe. 

For the proſecution of this great 
Truth, for. your Edification arid 
building vp in,Chriit Jeſus, I ſhall 

' t, Shew- you «hat the ſealing 
of the. Spirit 1s, and how 1t.15 per- 
formed by lim 1 the Soul. 

2. Shew you why none are 
ſealed with &s Spirit, till after 
they do believe, and cloſe:in with 
Chriſt by Faith. 

3. Shew, whether all Believers 
are ſealed by the Spur. 
| 4. Shew 
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c&.. Shew you the great Privi- 
edges of them that are Sealed. 

5; /Then ſum up albby. way of 
Application, | 

Shew you what the Spirit” $ 
Sealingis, and how it is performed 
by. him in the Soul. 

In general : the Scaling of rhe 
holy Spirit | is his giving a ſureand 
certain teſtimony to the real! 
and truth of that Grace, whichhe 
hath wrought in their Souls, and 
to their ſaving Intercſt in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and propriety in all. the 
xromiles of the Golpel, that. are 
Fade in Chuiſt, for all true Be-. 
hevers : This is the Spirit's Seal-. 
ing, » hereby he reſolves the fears, 
and ſatishes the Souls of Believers, 
whom he ſeals, about their ſtats 
.and condition; ; | 

This -fealng, Work! is alone by 
th SpIrat, none ele need do. jt, 
'anck ry meaner- Perſon than;he can 
Mo 1t,; "The Holy Ghoſt lg: 
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eth to ſpeak 'in our Language, 
that 'we may underſtand bim” 
and becauſe we cannotriſe to him, 
he therefore ſtoopeth unto us. fy 
'Under'the Law'we find that a 
matter of great concernment and 
weight, was to. be proved and 
confirmed by two ſufficient Wit- 


neſſes, Deut. 19. 1'5. One witneſs 
ſhall not riſe up againſt a Mar for 


any iniquity, &c. at the mouth of 
two witneſſes, or at the mouth of 


three, ſhall the matter be eſtab iſhed, 
or confirmed. Now the ſincerity 
or uprightneſs of our Souls before 
God, and our ſaving Intereſt in 
Jeſus Chriſt, are matters of great, 
yea, greater concernments to us, 
than all in the World. And bzing 
fo, they need a further Witneſs to 
confirm them, than'our own Spi- 
rits; therefore the 'Spirit-o God 
witneſſeth with our Spitity, that 
we are the Children'of Goe; thre? 
Chriſt Jeſus : *tis by him tat we 
| know 
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know God is our Father, and that 
we are enabled to call upon him1n 
Chriit as our Father, Ga/. 4. 5,6. 
He hath given us the Spirit of his 
Son, whereby we cry Abba Father. - 

This Sealing is not only a wit- 
neſſing to us, but it is a work 
upon us, and in us, carrying the 
Image of him that Sealeth us; 
whereby (faith Dr. $:bbs) we are 
not only aſſured of the Good pro- 
miſed to us, but freed for the re- 
ceiving of it. God prepares no 
Good tor any, but whom he pre- 
pares and fits by his Spirit for that 
good, 2 Cor. 5. 4, 5, 6. 

There be three things that the 
Spirit doth in Sealing Believers, 
which things all concur together, 
and mult be in this Sealing Work. 

1. The Spirit Sanctihes the 
Soul, and makes it holy ; he never 
Seals before he Sanctihes ; this is 
the Spirit's material and objective 
Seal; where he is a Sealing Spirit, 

there 


1 g _ The Sealing 


there he is a Spirit of Santifica» 
tion : he renews and changes the 
Soul, and forms Chiſt's g\nrious 
Image upon it : where the Spirit 
Seals, he iubducs Sin, makes the 
Heart anew, and enables them 
he Seals, to caſt off the works of 
darkncis, and pat off the old man, 
after the fin, with is aceds, and 
put on the new man, wich, after 
God,” zs created 14 righteouſneſs and 
irae holineſs, Eph. 4. 22, 23, 24. 
He SanCt:hcs them throughout, in 
Body, Mind and Spirit, 1 Tyef. 
5. 20. 4nd makes them that were 
darkneſs to be light in the Lord,Eph, 
G- 4, 5- Te, were ſometimes 6ark- 
neſs, but now are ye light in the Lord. 

2. Tlie Spirit wradiates and 
clears this up to the Souls of them 
whom he Seals, that they are San- 
Ctified, and made holy; that their 
Hearts are changed, and Grace 
wrought in them, which was not 


there before, and that now they 
are 
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are new Creatures,being in Chrilt. 
2 Cor. 5.17. For if any man be in 
Chriſt, be is a new Creature, ola 
things are done away, and all things 
are brcome new. This the Spirit 
ſhows to the Soul, 1n his: Sealing 
Work; and by this, enables Be- 
lievers to fay, doubtleſs thou art 
our Father,though Abraham know 
us not ; or be ignorant of us, 7 hou 
O Lord, art pur Father, our Re- 
aeemer , +: Name tis from Ever- 
laſting, 1a. 63, 16. This Gad-is 
our God for ever and ever, he will 
be Our guiae even unto death, Plal. 
40. 14. The Lora ts my portion, 
faith my Soul, therefore will I hope 
in him, Lam. 3, 24. My beloved 
is mine, and 1 am his, Cant.1. 16. 
Now Believers know this from 
the Holy Spirit, who clears theſe 
r11ngs to their Souls, when he Seals 
them. 

3- The bleſſed Spirit, after all 
this is done, in order to. Scaling, 


he 
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he enables the Soul he 5oals, to lay 
hold on, and to apply the precious 
Promiſes to its felt ; {o t11t when- 
ever a Promuilc 1s read or {poken 
of, the Soul may apply it, and fay, 
this 15 mine, and the other Promiſe 
1s mine, they are a Legacy left 
me, may tbe Soul fay, by my 
dear Husband, and Head, Chrilt. 
This Divines call the Formal Seal; 
ing of the Spirit. ' There1s none 
but the Holy Spirit that can thus 
Seal Believers, viz. by clearing u 
to them their title to, and interel 
in Chriſt, and the Promiſes, as 
there's. For he only knows the deep 
things of Goa, 1 Cor. 2. 10. 11. 
And beſides, *tis his office to clear 
and witneſs this to Believers, who 
1s a Spirit of Truth, and therefore 
he cannot, neither will deceive 
us, John 14. 17. My Beloved, 
the Spirit's Teſtimony in this, 1s 
more than a voice from Heaven, 
or than ut an Angel ſhould ny 
an 
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and ſay, Chriſt has ſent me to tell 


you, That he loves you, and ſbed his 


blood for you. I his couid not fas 
tisfic as the internal Sealing of the 
Spirit to the Minds or Souls of Be- 
hevers; the other may be a Delu- 
ſion, bur this of rhe Spirit 1s cer- 
tain, and may be depended upon. 
The witnels of a Man's Spirit may 
come to a probability, but the wit- 
neſs of rhe Spirit is clear demon- 
ſtration. 1 Jon 4. 12, ly. No 
man (lah he) hath feen God at any 
time. If we love one another, God 
awelleth in us, and his love is pers 


felted in us: he reby we know that we 


dwell in him, and lie in ws; how? 
becauſe hr hath given «s of his |pirit. 
The Spirit receives of Chrilt's, and 
pives It I0 | clievers, John 16, 18, 


-I9, AS It is the Devil's work to y- 


calt in Fears into the 50ul, to per- 
plex and clifquict the hearc ; he be- 
ing the red Dragon that diſturbs 
the Waters of the Saints Peace. 2+ 

90 
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So it is the Spirit's work to clear 


things up, to ſettle the Sandtified: 


Soul, and fill it with peace, joy, 
and comfort, John 16. 7. As it is 


Iis work to convince of Sin, to 


Sanctihe, ſo to eſtabliſh, and ſet- 
tie the Heart, and give that peace 
and comfort to it, which none can 
give, nor take away, Rom. 14. 
I7. 

The Spirit in this work of Scal- 
ng atteits andwitneſlet}:, both fir/f, 
to the Doctrine,or Objcct of Faith, 


and /ecord!y, to the infuicd habit of 
the Grace of Faith in rhe Soul ; of 


the former he faith, this 1s my 
word, I indicted it, do you there- 
tore believe and imbrace it : of the 
latter, he faith, this is my work 
within you ; this Grace, this Faith, 
this Love, Patience , Selt-denia!, 
is my work 1n' you; I have pro- 
duced all theſe things in your Souls. 
So that (Beloved ) this Scaling 
Work of the Spiric is evermore a- 
greeable 
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greeable to the written word of 
God, 1/a. 8. 20. Whar he ſpeaks 
In his holy Word, and in our 
Hearts, are all harmonious i eſti- 
monies. 

The Spirit :a Sealing Belevers, 

makes not uſe of an audible voice, 
as to {: ly VOC: WA 1 hom, ap) Uy Toh, 
thy Sins arc pardoned, &: . nor of 
immediate and cxtr 2ordi "ary Re- 
velations ; therefore cxpett them 
not; for hc makes ule ot rhe {pirj- 
tual Graces that are wrou; hr in 
the Soul, and of the PreGio1us Pro- 
miſes writ in the Word: By'theſe 
means the holy Spirit comtorts the 
Heart, and uſually brings the Soul 
to reſt and JOY. 

Seconily, Shew you, why none 
{ are Scaled by the 1? toly Spirit of 
 Promiie, till after they do believe 
la Chritt. 1» whon: 1/0, after that 
ye believed, ye were /e aled: &c. 

Before I Anſwer die& ly.or give 
the Reaſons, let me promule this 
CLIC 
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one thing, viz. 

That there be many who are 
in the ſtate of Nature, and have 
not one dram of Grace in their 
Souls, nothing but Sin and Cor- 
ruption, and yet theſe have, and 
may have, many falſe hopes, and 
vain confhdences, which will de- 
ceive their Souls : you read of the 
hope of the Hypocrite, and the 
Houſe which he leans upon, that 
will fall, and leave him 1n utter 
deſpair. For what zs the vain hope 
and confidence of the Hypocrite, when 
God ſhall take away his Soul, Job 8. 
I3, 14, 15, 13, 16, 27. When 
theſe poor wretches dye, their 
vain hopes of Heaven dye with 
them: many take Preſumption for 
Aſſurance, and a vain conidence, 
for well-grounded hopes of Hea- 
yen; becauſe they have external 
Priviledges , and talk of Chriſt , 


they thunk all is well, and thar | 
there 
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there needs no more ado. Thus 
many will go down to Hell with 
: Lye in their right hand ? That 
't 15 thus, 15 clear, from Matth.-7. 
22. Many will ſay to him in that 
day, Lord, Lora, have we not pro- 
pheſied 1m thy name, and in thy name 
aone many wonderful works, caſt aut 
Devils, &e. And in John 8. 54, 
55. Of nhom ze [xy (faith Chrilt to 
the "Jews, that pleaded Abrahag 
was their Father, and that they 
Were never in Bondage, &c.) that 
he ts yoar Ctod, and yer ye have nds 
known him. Here thus People,you 
{ce, had grounded Confidences, 
and falſe Comforts built thereupon, 
They ſaid, God was their's, and 
yet they were jgnoraut of Him, 
and did not know Him. Oh! 
rremile ar the word of the Lord, 
and have a care of vain Conaden- 
ces, and putting the Lye upon 
your own Souls, as theſe did. Paut 
te]ls us of ſome, that went a great 


C way, 


att 


- way, and attained to much, and 
| yet were not Believers, nor Sealed 
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y the Holy Spirit, Heb. 6. 4, 5. 
A ſtartling Word: "They were 
once Inlightened, taſted of the 
heavenly - Gift, were made par- 
takers of the. Holy Ghoſt , and 
taſted of the good word of God, 
and the Powers of ihe World to 


come. If theſe fall away, *tis im- 


poſſible to recover them again, &e. 
us (I fay) Perſons may deceive 
their Souls, building their hopes 
and comforts upon {andy founda» 
tions, being tooliſhly confident 
they ſhall be Saved. Burt for any, 
EXCCpt real Saints and Believers 1n 
Chriſt, to have thoſe witneſſing 
Sealing Teſtimonies of the Spirit, 
which we have diſcours'd of, and 
deſcribed to you; I ſay, for any 


/ but real Chriſtians to have theſe, 


1s utterly impoſſible, which brings 
me now 70 give the Reaſons, why 
gone Þbut Tcal Belevers are, or can 
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be Sealed by the Spirit of God. 
And the Reaſons to make it evis 
dent and plain, ſhall be taken. 

1. From the Author. 2. From 
the Nature 3. From the Qbject 
Matter. 4. From the Mediums. 
And Laſtly, from the great deſign 
and end of the Holy Spirit in his 
glorious Sealing Work. 

1. Reaſon; taken from the Au». 
thor of this Sealing Work, v:z. the 
Spirit of God, who js the Spiric of 
Holineſs, and Spirit of "ruth. So 
Chriſt calls him, Johz 14. 17. I will 
Pray the Father for you, and he (al 
end you another C —_— &cC. even 
, the Spirit of Truth, who ſhall lead 
and gutue you into all Trath,John 16. 
13, 14. Now he being a Spitit of 
Holinetls and Truth, he cannot 
witneſs to a Lye, or give a 'Teltt- 
mony quite contrary to the whole 
cenour of the Sacred Word of God. 
Whoſe word is a word of Truth, ad 
vt of Faiſhood, John 17. 17. The 
C 2 SÞurit 
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Spirit Indicted the Scriptures, and 


they are all like him that is Truth. | 


Now were the Spirit to Seal Un- 
believers, he would give a Teſti- 
mony quite croſz tc the Word of 


Truth, which he will never do. 


The Elett themſelves; while in a 
natural tate, have no actual Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, nor the Promiles, 
thereſore, while in that ſtate, they 
can have none Sealed to them. 
They that have no actual Intereſt 
in Chriſt, and in-the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, cannot be Sealed b 
the Spirit of Promiſe. We mul 
( my Beloved ) be Saints, before 
we can be known to beſo : a Man 
muſt be in Chriſt betore he can 
know he is in Chriſt ; and a Be- 
lever, beforc he can know he 1s a 
Believer, 2nd th:it he has Fauthin 
Chriit. 

2. eaſor 15 taken from the na- 
ture of tis work of Sceling : It you 
confi; tlie nature of it, ur cannot 


be, 
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be, that Unbelicsers Mould be 
Sealed. Aſſurance is proc.ucedin the 
Souls of Believers, F ; the refiexive 
acts of their Faith: the Spirit in 
_— 1 Believers, hel; 's them $0 

eflect upon what he kurch tormer- 


| ly done, and w road in their 


Souls. 1 John 2. 3. Fereby ( faith 
John) we = are (that 1s, we 3clicv= 
crs,that have cloſed in w:th Chriit, 
and have him to plead tor us, &:) 
that we know him. Now to know 
that we know 1s a refiex Act, (as 
one ſays;) and there can be no 
reflex As, where there is no di- 
ret Acts of Faith; it is impoſble 
that there ſhould be a refiex Act, 
before a direct Act of Faith. No 


Man can have the evidence of his 


Faith, before the habit of it be in- 
fuſed, and the viral act firſt per. 
formed: theretore deceive not 
your Souls with vain hopes ot Hea- 


. VEN. 
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3- Realon of this is taken from 
the object Matter, to which the 
Spirit Seals; and that you will 
find to be his own Sanctitying 
Operations upon the Heart, or in 
the Hearts of thoſe that he 'Seals ; 
and conſequently, to their great 
priviledges and advantages in 
Chriſt Jeſus: the Spirit witneſſes 
to Beltevers, that they are Chriſt's, 
and that he hath loved them with 
an everlaſting Love, and ſhed his 
precious Blood for them, Rev. 1, 
5, 6. This the Spirit Seal'd to 
mom Gal, 2. 20. I am cyucifiea 

th Chr:{t, nevertheleſs I lrve, yet 
not I, tut Chriſt lrveth *n me. And 
ihe liſt faith * ) thas I live inthe 
fieſs, 75 'y the faith of the Son of God, 
who hath lovea me, and prven Þ1 Sl 
felf for me. How did Paul know 
this, but by the ſtil] voice of the 
Spirit, who diſcovered in particu- 
kar Chriſt's love to him? The Spirit 


n | Sealing Believers, doth atteſt, 
That 
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That Chriſt abideth ian them, and that 
they are the Sos of God, Rom. 8. 
16. 1 John 3.24. Fereby we know 
that he (viz. Chriſt) abiaeth in 
12S. by the Sf 171 which 2 hath gruen 
t0 #5, Now no ſuch thing as this 
can be Scaled to us, until we be- 
lieve ; becauſe neither our Adopti- 
on, nor Sanctification 1s before 
Faith, John 1. 12. Gal. 3. 26. 
WhenPerſons believe truly in Jeſus 
Chriſt, thenare they aQually Sons 
of God, and really SanCtified, and 
not before; for our Hearts are f{azd 
to be purified by,or through Faith, 
Atts 15. 9. Therefore Perſons be- 
ng unfinAtiſied, cannot be Scaled, 
betore Faith in the Blood of 
Chritt. 

. Reaſon it is thus :If you con- 
ſider the Mediums or Inſtruments, 
made uſe of in this work of Scal- 
ing : The Spirit of God in Sealing 
his People, makes uſe of the great. 
and precious Promiſes ; therefore 

GH he. 
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he is called a Spirit of Promilc: in 
our Text : He 1s not fo called only 
becauſc he 1s the Spirit promiſed, 
Ezek. 36. 27. but ſecondly, be- 
cauſe heopens'and applics the Pro- 
a ra to Beli evers, which he doth 

acn they believe, ard are united 
» Clriſt, and nor before: 'The 
Spirit clears th Promiſes to their 
Underitandings, and by Faith en- 
ables them, to appl tLcm to their 
Own Souls : but Qin remember, 
"tis aſter Faith ; for *ull a Perſon 
3s united to- Chriſt, Ie has no true 
{aving right to rhe Promiſes: they 
are Childrens Bread, and Dogs 
that are without mult not med Ic 
with them, Marth. 15.20, 27.Rev. 
22.15. But 

Fit thy. The Fif:h Reafor ts 
tiken from the great End and De- 
ſign of the Spirit in this Scaling 
Work, which s, t0 {ecure to thc 
believing Soul its Peace, pardon 


of Sin, and etcrnal Salvation with 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt in Glory : The end of our 
Faith, 
our Souls; and this is the end of 
the Spirit” I OY to {ecure it to 
the Soul, 1 Per. 1. 9, 10. The 
Spirit of God is id, Eph. 4+ 30. 
To Seal Believers to the aay of Re- 
denption; that is to their compleat 
Salvation in Chriſt. We are all 
Dy nature in bondage to Sin and 
Corruption; "ap we are Redeem- 
cd from Sin by the fir — of 
Chriſt, _— - 21> 186; 2. 3& 
And ſhall be fully and periectly 
Redecmed from all Sin at Ins /e- 
coud. Now, in the mean time, 'till 
this be, God would have his Peo- 
ple to be aſſured of it before-hand, 
therciore he hath given his Spirit 
to 5c2l them up to the Vay of Re- 
demption. Now, my Beloved, 
It iS 25 equally unpolliblc OT Un- 
believers, 2s iuch, to be Sealed, as 
Cayed. And the Word ſaith, 
Matih, 16. 16. He that telieveth 
T « 


we read, is the Salvation of ' 


#9t. 
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zot ſhall be damned. And, John 8. 
24. Says Chriſt to the Jews, If you 
believe not, ye (hall die in your ſins. 
Thus you ſee the Dottrine is clear, 
That the great priviledge of Seal- 
* 1ng by the Sprrit follows the Act 
of Believing, and goes not betore 
it. I ſhould have ſhown you 
now, 

Thirdly, Whether all Belicvers 
are Sealed by the Holy Spirit of 
Promiſe; but our time 1s- gone ; 
therefore I ſhallſum up all with a 
{hort Word of Application ; and 
leave what has been faid ta the 
Þlefling of God. 


r. Uſe, If none are Sealed, 
nor can be Saved, until they be- 
heve in Chriſt, then examine what 
your ſtate 1s, how it ſtands be- 
eween God and your precious 
Souls; it you find it good, bleſs 
God, who has called you by his 
Grace, and Sealed you by his holy 

Spirit: 
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Spirit : if you find it bad with you 
upon tryal, that God and your 
Souls are ſtrangers, then cry to 
him earneſtly, through Chriſt, to 
open your Eyes, and ſhew you 
your ſtate and condition, that you 
may not live and dye {trangers to * 
him ; fay, as the blind Men, Lord 
we would receive our {ght, we 
would have our Underſtandings 
opened and illuminated ; Oh! thou 
that commandeaſt the Lieht to ſhine 
out of darkneſs, ſhine into our Souls, 
and vive us the Licht of the Roms 
teage of the Glory of thy ſelf, in the 
face of Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 4. 4, 6. 
Give us to ſec our ſtare and need 
of Chriſt, and ſave «us Lord, or we 
ſhall periſh. Say, Lord take way 
ſin, and receiye me graciouily 1to, 
thy favour, «xd our Lips ſhall praije 
thee, Hol. 14. 2, 3. Give us Chritt 
or we dye. *{ bus be.importunate 
with God, and give him no reſt, 
for. "tis for your Lives. 
| 2. Uſe, 
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2. Uſe. Be exhorted to theſe 
three things. 

Firſt, Not to quench the Spirit. - 
Oh! comply {ſweetly with all its 
motions, and hearken to all his 
* calls. 1 Thef, 5. 20. Quench not 
the Spirit. 

Seconaly, Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit in any wiſe; there isa great 
reſpect due to the Spirit, tor doing 
{uch a gracious and glorious work 
as Sealing 1s; ſee then that you 
grieve him not, but in all things 
endeavour to pleaſe him, ſo that 
he may delight to go on in this 
bleſſed work, that he hath pleaſed 
to take upon him: beware of 
Pride, Patlion, Envy, and all Sin 
that gricves the Spirit, Oh! grieve 
not the holy and good Spirit of 
God, whereby ye are ſealed to the day 
| of redemption, Ephel. 4. 30. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Bleſs God that he has 
given his good Spirit toany of you, 
to caſe you to walk in his Sta- 


tutes, to keep his JTudoaments, and do 


thew, Ezek. 36. 27. As alſo, to 
clear up his Love in Chriſt to your 
Souls. 


So much for this time. 


Believers 


Believers Scaled 


BY: I HE 


Spirit of Promite. 


Sccond Sermon, from Epheſ. 
r. the lutt ter part. of the 
13 4 
In whom " after that ye believed, 


ye were Sealed with the Holy « Spiris 
of Promije. 


Eloved , we began the laft 

Day with thcle Words, and 
atter we had opened,and given the 
Analylis of them, we ſtared this 
DotA Conciulion, vic, 


Dot. . 
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Dofi. That the great privi- 
ledge of Sealing by the Spirit, 1s 
after the duty and aQ of Believ- 
Ng. 


For the opening of this weighty 
Point, we heve ſhown, 

Firſt, What this Sealing work 
of the Spirit is, and how it 1s per- 
tormed by him in the Soul. And, 

Secondly, We have given the 
Reaſons why none can be truly 
Sealed by the Spirit until they be- 
lieve in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Now, 7hiraly, we ſhall proceed 
to ſhow you, whether all Believers 
are Sealed by the Spirit of Promiſe 
Or 130, 

This 1s a weighty caſe, and re- 
qures a better Judgment thag 
mine to diſcuſs it ; but as the Lord 
ſhall help, I ſhall fay ſomething 
at this tume in Anſwer to it, vis. 
Whether a]l Believers arE _ 

Y 
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by the Spirit of God, or a0. For 
the opening of it, that you may 
rightly underſtand , and, if the 
Lord pleaic, be ctabliſhed and 
comtorted) I mult make ſome Di- 
{tinctions that ought to be made, 
in fo great a Matter and Concern 
as thus 15. 

The Diſtinctions I ſhall make 
are theſe three, v7z. 


Firſt, The Gifterent kinds of the 
Spirit's Sealing, 

Secoxaly, The times and {ſeaſons 
thereof. And, 

Thirdly, "The ſeveral ways and 
manners of this Scaling. 


Firſt, We mult diltinguiſh the 
different kinds of the Spirit'3Seal- 
ing : the Scaling Work of the Spt- 
rit 1s not. of one kind, nor to one 
and the ſame ule and end. 

There is (Beloved) a two-fold 
Scal of the Holy Spirit. 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, An objective Seal, which 
Seal diſtinguzſhes the Perſons that 
have it, from other Perions : 
And, 

Secoxalz, There is a forma! Scal, 
by, or 1n which Scaling, ite Spirit 
clears up, and ratifies the Soul's 
Intereſt in Chriit, and Rigat to 
Heaven and Salvation, by and 
through him. 

Firſt, The objeQtive Scaling of 
Perſons, the Spirit doth, in Sancti- 
lying and making them holy, that 
he Seals; who before were tilthy 
and unholy ; the Spirit changes the 
Heart, renews the Nature, and 
torms Chriſt's Image 1n the Souls 
of them he Seals. 

When the Spirit Seals Perſons 
objectively, he really and truly 
lanctifhes them by the Iygguſion of” 
lus. Grace ; and thus he teals us in 
way of dittinQtion tromother Per« 
lons. 


And 
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And this 1s one end of his glori- | 
ous fcaling Work : before we pro- 
ceed further, pray mind theſe five 
things. 

Firſt, In the Decree of Go”: 
Election there was a difference 
between Believers and others,cven 
from Eternity, before all Time: 
There is a privy Seal cf Predefti- 
nation, that is only knownto Gor! 
himſelf. 2 Tm. 2. 19. The Lord 
knoweth them that are his. B 
Eleftion and Choice in Chriſt, be- 
fore the foundation of the World, 
Eph. 1. 4. This knowledge of 
God of us, 1s carried ſecret, as wa- 
ter that runs under the ground,un- 

til by vocation he calls us. from 

F#he re[t of Mankind. God has 
choſe a certain number 1n Chriſt, 
which ſhall certainly be faved : 
For the foundation of God ſftanadeth 
ſure, viz. of Elettion, having this 
Seal, &Cc. 
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Secondly, Tn the purpoſe and in- 
tention of the death of Chriſt, there 
was alſo a difference between the 
Eleft, and other Men; for though 
all have a common benefit 
Chriſt's death, yet he ſhed not his 
blood for all, but for fome, even 
for all thoſe that the Father had 
given him, and for whom he co- 
venanted with his Father, to fatis- 
he: Juſtice in their ſtead : God the 
Father, and Chriſt the Son, {truck 
hands ropether about the Redem- 
ption of Sinners ; the Father gave 
out of the World to Chriſt, a cer- 
tain number that he would have 
ſaved; and the Son igaged with 
the Father for their Redemption, 
and to bring them to Glory, I/z. 
59. 1. tO 6. John 6. 38, 39. Now 
dare any ſay, That God gave all 
the World to Chriſt, and that 
Chriſt did covenant with his Fa- 
ther, to ſave all? If all are given 
to Chriſt, and he is become Surety 
to 
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to his Father for all, then all ſha'l 
be {17ef., For God \as promiſe.i 
ro Ci ty 4 4 at he (hull lee a) Yea, 
ana fee 0 ine tat. 1 of 

be ſaiisfies', TH 53, 8. 
And in the 10 v. it is i2id, That 
the pleaſure of the L1vd (vail proſper 
in his.hsnds, Tt 1s the pleaſurs of 
God thoſe Chriſt dycd for {ould 
be ſaved, and they hall, there- 
tore Chrilt dyed not for all alike : 
bejides, Chriſt prayed not for all, 
thereiore he dyed not for all : for 
{urely Chr: will not tick ro 
{pend his breath for them , for 
whom he ſpent his blood. Tohn 
17. 6, 9, .15. 1 pray zot for the 
World, but for them which thou haſt 
groen me oat of the World, thine they 
were, but thou gaveſt them me, &C. 
Thus by the way you ſee, that in 
regard of Chriit's death, viz. the 
Intentionaltty of it, there was a 
diftcrence between the Ele&, and 
others : For though all Men have 
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a common, yet *tis only the Elett 
who believe, that have a ſpecial, 
real beneht by | it, Þurt, 

ihirdly, Yet know , That all 
this while, tho? there be a differ- 
ence between the Flect and others 
in the Election of God, and death 
of Chriit. yet there vas no perſon» 
al, actual difIcrence berween them 
and others, until they ares fanaih- 
ed and rcnewed, and fo are' dt- 
{tinguiſhed from other Men : The - 
Elect themicives {© niidered m 
Aaam) are Cliildren of wrata,cven . 
4s Others, ti! they are called, and 
believe, Eph. 2. 2, 3. The Devil 
ruks in them, anc tirey ih kept 
nn blindneſs by him, 5 well as 
others, 2 Cor. \4. 4, 5. = are 
1jftar of irom Go1, 7+. -.-1 Je , 
and are vallowing in their Blood, 
co the loathing of ic Perſons, till 
God {ay to rhem, 3c, Exe, 
IG. 4, ſ lO, they wi bornin in, 
and polluted by ir, even as others, 


till 
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till God ſprinkle their Hearts with 
*” Chriſt's Blood, Ezet. 36. 24, 25. 
They are as vile asthe vileſt, x Cor. 
6. 11. Such were ſome of you, Viz. 
Thieves, Covetous, Lyars, Swear- 
ers, &Cc. but now ye are waſbed, now 
”e i" ſanttified by the Spirit of our 

= 

Fourthly, Know that the Spirit 
of God in this objeQtive Scal, viz. 
* Santtihcation, makes a real difter- 
ence 1n the ſtates and tempers of 
thoſe that he thus Seals. For (ſays 
Paul) If any Man be in Chriſt, he 
is & new Creature, old Paſſions and 
Corruptions are ſubdued in the Soul, 
&nd all things are become new. And 
the Spirit alſo manifeſts that diffe- 
rence, which God 1n his chuling, 
made between them he {anCtifies, 
and others, . : Theſ. 1. 4, 5. Bre- 
thren, ye know your Elettion of God. 
But how did they kgow it? The 
Goſpel ( lays he ) ajd not come mn 
Word only, but 33% power, and in wich 
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aſſurance of joy tm the Holy Ghoſt. 
When the report of God is believ- 
cd, and the arm of the Lord re- 
vealed to any, then they ſce that 


| Etcrnal Love that God bore to 


them in Chriſt, betore the World 
was. Vocation in time, 1s a ſign 
of Election from Eternity : For 
thoſe that God has Flected in 
Chriſt, ſhall certaialy be called by 
the Spirit, out of Darknels-into6 
Light. 

Fifthly, Know further, that all 
this while, tho' a Perſon be fantti- 
hed, whaxh is the objective Seal 
of the Spirit, yer he may not be 
formally Sealed; 7. e. he may not 
have his change of ſtate, ang inte- 
reſt in Chriſt, tully ſealedÞp to 
him : a Man's Sanctification may 
be very doubtful to lumſelt, and 
he may labour under meny and 
preat fears about it, wliether he 
15 Changed or no, be 1n Chrilt or 
no ; fo that thus 1s one duttinetion 

we 
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we muſt make, the kinds of the 
Spirit's ſealing; a Man may have 
the objective Seal, but not the 
formal Seal, preſently ; a Letter 
may be writ {ometime before 1t 1s 
Sealed; the Spirit may work 
Grace m the Soul ſome time, be- 
fore he {ers his Seal to it. Bur, 
Secondly, We muſt diſtinguiſh 
thetimes and ſeaſons of the Spirit's 
Sealing; tor there be various times 
oi his ſcaling Behevers ; as the 
kinds of the Spirit's ſcaling are dit- 
ferent, to the ſeaſons whereim he 
doth this work, are many and va- 
rious: As, 
| Firſt, Some Perſons (though I 
think bur tew ) are ſealed imme- 
diately upon their Believing 1n, 
and cloſing with Chritt by Faith; 
they are no ſooner Converted, but 
Sealed; bur this 15 very rare, and 
not common; here and there one 
are {ealed immediately by the Spi- 
rit upon Converfion : I heard cre- 
| dibly 
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dibly of One that was convinced 


' of Sin, ſaw himſelf loſt and un- 


done, and thereupon having a 
ſight 'of Chriſt, fled to him for 
Pardon, Peace, Life, and all Grace ; 
and was enabled to cloſe in with 
Chriſt by Faith; and had allo 
thereupon, the Love of God, and 
certainty of his being Saved, Seal- 
ed up by the Spirit to him, and all 
in an Hours time : many Mint- , 
ſters, and good Chriltians, were 
amazed at it, and afraid it was a 
Deluſion; but by cloſe walking 
with God, and a pious Converia- 
tion, he a lared it was God's 
work in him. The prodigal Son 
returning home to his E ather, was 
thus immcdiatcly Scaled ; for he 


wascntertained with at: 1tted \ * 


and fweet Muſick ; and his Father 
ran, ana foil on his neck, ay; 4 kiſſed 
hin, Luke 15. 23, 24, 25. Butall 
Believers find n0z this preſently, 
as {0on as they are Converted, nor 
D tor 


. 


50 T he Sealing 
for ſome time after ; *tis but few 
that are thus Seal'd by the Spirit. 
Secondly, Seaſon. The Spirit Seals 
in times of great and eminent com- 
munion with God,through Chrift. 
Times of Communion, are ſealing 
times : when the Soul ſees and in- 
joys God, taſtes of his matchleſs 
Love, and the ſweet kiſſes of his 
Mouth, which are better than W; ne, 
Caxt. 1. 2. Then there 1s much; 
Joy; and great out-lcts of Peace 
and Comfort to that Soul : When 
God meets, and ſhines upon Be- 
levers ina Duty, and in an Ordi- 
nance , then he makes their ſtate 
very obvious and clear to them : 
then he baniſhes away all tears anc 
doubts in their Souls, and makes 
them rejoice with greater and bet- 
ter Joy, than the World can at- 
ford, faith David, who was a 
Man much in Communion with 
God, P/al. 4. 7. "Thou haſt put 
more joy and gladneſs into my 
WE heart, 
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heart, than when their Corn, and 
Wine, and Ol increaſe : But how 
was this? no otherways than by 
God's lifting up the Light of his 
Countenance upon his Soul, which 
will gladen the heart indeed. 

Thirdly, Many have been feal- 
ed, upon ſome great and eminent 
Tryals and Dangers, that they 
have been expoſed to, for Chriſt's 
ſake, and his Goſpel. Many Per- 
ſons, in times of eminent ſufterings 
for Jeſus Chriſt (where they 
have carried. it with great meek- 
neſs, patience, and telt-dcnial 
are ſcaled; they have much com- 
tort and aſſurance given to them. 
Paul tells us, 2 Cur. 1. 4, 5. That 
as their ſufferings did abound for 
Chriſt, ſo their conſolations did a= 
bound in him. For as the ſuffer- 
ings of Chriſt abound in us, ſo 
our conſolation alſo aboundeth by, 
of, in Chritt. And whether we 
be afflicted, it is tor our Confola- 

D 2 tion, Cc, 
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tion, &c. How were the Martyrs 
Scaled many times in the depth 
_ of their Suttering tor Chriſt his 
Cauſe? one cried out when he 
. was going to dye; Oh! Auſtin, 
he is Come, he is cone, meaning 
Chriſt, who then met ' him, and 
by his Spirit Sealed up his Love 
to him. Another, when in the 
Flames, injoy*'d ſo much of God, 
'T hat he laid, He was 25 if he were 
in a bed of down : He ſv cetly con- 

vers'd with God in the Flames. 
Fourthly, "The Spirit uſually 
Seals Perſons, after a dark day 
and time of defer ton, when they 
have been clouded, and gone 
mourning tor lack ot the Sun, Job 
JO. 19. When they have had hard 
and fore conflicts with Satan, and 
their. own beſe Lufts. Thus ſome 
read, and underſtand that Text, 
Revel. 2. 17. 10 bim that over- 
commit will | grve to eat of the hid- 
aen Mani, and 1 will geve him 4 
wine 
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white Stone, and in that Stone a nem, 
Name written,$&c. Theie are {weet” 
words ; in which obſerve, 

Ferſt, "The Perſons ro whom 
Chriſt makes this Promiſe, w7z. 
to overcomers; who having com- 
bated with Sin, and Satan, and the 
World, are Conquerors through 
him. To him that overcometh, &c. 
But, 

Seconaly, Obſerve here a threc- 
fold Promiſe made by Chriit, to 
{uch Souls as are true Y :ctors over 
Sin, Satan, Cc. 

Firſt, I will ezve him to eat of the 
hidden Manna. Manna 15 the Corn . 
and Bread of Heaven, called 4z- 
gels Food, Pſal. 78. 24. I his was 
the Bread that God gave J/rae! in 
the Wilderneſs; fome of which 
was put in a Pot, and laid up be- 
fore the Teſtimony, Exod.16. 33, 
34+ By this hidden Manna here, 
we are to underſtand Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the Bread of Life ( fo cal- 
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EO that came down from Heaven ; 
phoſoever eats, by Faith, of zt, ſhall 
never aye, that 1s, not Fternally, 
John 6. 48S, 49, 50, 5y. What can 
Chriſt give more than himſelf, and 

* theinward ſecret Communications 
of his Love and Grace, which are 
hid and laid up in Chriſt, for all 
them that do truly believe in him? 

By theſe he teeds and ſtrengthens 

the Souls of his People. 

Secondly, A white Stone. Ana T 

will give to him a mhite Stone; &C. 
z There was among, the Romans a 
two-fold uſe of the white Stone, 
faith Reverend Mr. Knowlcs, now 
with God. 

Firſt, He that was a Victor, 
and had overcome 1n their O/y:- 
pick Games, had a white Stone 
given him, as a badge and token 
of Honour and Victory : "Thus Je- 
ſus Chriſt will give to his People, 
that through him overcome ( by 
wieitling with Sin, the Devil, _ 
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the World, Eph. 6. 12, 13.) 4 
Cronn of Glory : They ſhall ſtand 


| before the Throne with Crowns 
' on their Heads, and Palms im their 


Hands, as tokens and ſigns of ho- 
nour and victory, Revel. 7.9, 10. 
2. 10. Be thou faithful unto aeath, 
and ] will gtve thee a Crown of Life. 
Chriſt gives to his a Title to the 
Crown of Heaven here ; 1o that 
tho' the Saints have not a Crown 
in Life, yet they are Heirs of a 
Crown of Liſe, which Chriſt will 
give to them. There is a Crown 


of Righteouſneſs for all them that 


are in Chriſt ſavingly, and that 
long for, and love his appear- 
ing. 
Secondly, He that being accuſed , 
of any crime in their Courts of 
Judicature, was found innocent, 
and ſo was acquitted of his Crime, 
had a white Stone given him, as a - 
"gn of abſolution. All Believers 
are acquitted and diſcharged thro? 
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Chriſt here, he having /at:5fied di- 
vine Juſtice for them, Rom. 8. 33. 
* And they ſhall have a publick Ab- 
ſolution 1n the day of Judgment; 
before Angels and Men, Rev. 20. 
11, 12. Chriſt at that Day will 
tully and openly acquit his own 
People, and ſay, Exter now into 

the Joy of your Lord. 
Thiraly, In this white Stone, 
» Ghriſt promiſcth to Overcomers, 
a new Name written, which no 
Man knows but him that receiv- 
th it: by which is meant fome 
{piritual dignity and honour, that 
Chriſt will confer on them that 
believe in hun, 1/2. 62. 2, 3. They 
{þall be mage partakers of the Divine 
Natare, 2 Pet. 1-4. | And have 
* the Communications of his ſaving 
Graces, and the indwelling Pre- 
ſence of his Spirit; the witneſs and 
- ſealing "Teſtimony of which Holy 
Spirit, is this new Name in the 
white Stone, which no Man knoweth 
but 
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but he that receiveth it, 1 Cor. 2. 
12. The Spiritual Senſes ({ays one) 
of the new Man, is only capable 
to know and underſtand the Dt- 
vine nature of Chriſt's new name, - 
written in the white Stone of Ab- 
ſolution, pardon of Sin, and the 
gracious Promiſes of Eternal Late. 
This new Name 1s Chriſt's own 
Hand-writing, and none can read » | 
it, but ſuch as are ſpiritually 
taught by Chriſt: The natural. 
Man , that is, the unconverted 
Man, receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit, becauſe they are fool-- 
i{hneſs to him ; and he knoweth 
them not, becauſe they are fpirt- 
tually diſcerned ; they can't be 
ſeen with a blind Eyc. 

Fifth Seaſon is, When they die. 
Dying times are Sealing tjmes to 
many Behevers: many Chriſtians » 
here walk in the dark, and have 
their whole Lives, as it were, hike 
that Day ſpoken of, and deſcribed 
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by the Prophet, Zech. 14. 17. A 
Day that 1s neither dark nor light. 
Some 1injoy more of God, than o0- 
thers do, and are Scaled in a grea- 
rer degree. And as for thoſe, 
_whoſe - Life is a Life between 
hopes and fears, they ſhall more 
or leſs, have an Evening time of 
Light and Joy ; God that has pro- 
miſed to be with his Living, will 
30t forſake them utterly when dy- 
ing: he will not be a ſtranger, 
much leſs a Terror to them. Many 
have hved in the dark ; and when 
they have died, they have ſcen 
God's {4weet Face, and have had 
his Love icaled up to their Souls. 
\W hen all comforts are gone, then 
God {ends his to them ; when 
their cutward Appetite fails, then 
Cod feeds them with ſpiritual 
hidden Manna : though all God's 
Chiidren have not joy and afſu- 
rance alike, when they dye, yet 
they all have joy, and are {caled 
more 
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more or leſs. For as the wicked 
| have ſome apprehenſions of Hell 
and Wrath*in their Conſciences, , 
which makes them afraid to dye, 
{ (as one cried out, I am. ſo ſnful, 
þ that I cannot dye ; and ſaid ano- 
ther, I have lived in care, and now 
aye in doubt ,, for whither I amgoing 
I cannot tell.) So the Godly have 
{ome fore-taites of God's Love and « 
Favour, when they dye. 2—_ 
*tis true, their Diſeaſes ma 
{uch, and their Animal Spirits {0 
oppreſſed, that they cannot ex- 
preſs what they feel. Good Jacob 
(faith one) laid aſleep upon a ſtone, 
when he {aw a Viſion, Gen. 28. T, 
8, 9. So the Saints, when they 
lay themſelves down to {lcep the 
fleep of death, they have often a - 
Viſion from God; they fſce the 
light of his countenance, and have 
his Love ſcaled up to them for 
ever: Now they defire, with good 
old Simeon, Luke 2. 3o, 31. To 
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be gone, ana depart im Peace, for 

their Eyes have ſeen his Satuatzon. 
Third Diſtinition. We muſt di- 
ftinguiſh the ſeveral ways and 
manners of the Spirit's Sealing :As, 
Firſt, Some are extraordinary 
and immediate, given and vouch- 
fafed to ſome only ; and that at 
{pecial times : thus Zacheus was 
Sealed, Luke 19. 9. Come down 
(lays Chriſt to him ) This Day i 
Salvation come to thine Houſe. And 
that Man was thus Sealed, Matth. 
9. 2. to whom Chriſt ſaid, Sor be 
of good chear, thy ſins are forgiven 
thee. Theſe immediate ways are 
now ccaſed ; ſo that no Man can 
expect now, by any New Re- 
velation, or Sign from Hea- 
ven, by any extraordinary Inſpt- 
ration, or Voice, to have his Sal- 
vation Sealed up to him ; but he 
muſt look for it in God's ordinary 
way, wv:z. by ſearching of the 
word, Joon 5. 39. examining of 
1755 
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his own heart, 2 Cor. 13. 5. And 
waiting upon God in Prayer, and 
in other Ordinances, 1/a. 40. 29, 
Oo. TI have read of one who had 
fs long upon the borders of 
Diſpair, and at laſt he was {weet- » 
ly aſſured, and Sealed; being ask- 
ed how; he an{wered not by any 
new-Revelation, or ecracnbans 
Voice from Heaven, but by ſub-- 
jecting his Underſtanding to, and 
comparing his heartwith theword. 
Thus having made theſe Di- 
ſtinftions, for your clear under- 
ſtanding the Cale, give me leave 
to Anſwer all out ot doubt, from 
what has been faid; And that 
briefly 1n theſe three things. 
 Firit, Conſider, that though 
all Believers have not the Formal, 
yct they have the Objective Seal 
of the Spirit, they are all SanCti- 
acd, and made Holy, by the ho- 
ly Spirit of Promiſe; true Grace 1s 
infuſed, and imprintec] in their 
Souls, 
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Souls ; though the formal Seal of | 
the Spirit may not yet be ſet to it. | 
There may be Fire put in, on the 
Hearth. Thoughyou cannot well fee | 
it;there may beGrace in the Heart, | 
and ſpiritual life, though it cannot 
be well diſecrned, becauſe of the 
many Corruptions that be yet in 
the Heart. You read, Matth. 12. 
20. of the ſmoaking Flax, and | 
bruiſed Reed : Grace may be true, 
» though weak; and a Man may 
be in Chriſt, though it be not clear 
to him ; all Believers are SanQtiſi- 
ed, though not Scaled preſently. 
Bur, 


Seconaly, Conſider, That tho? 
all Believers arc not Scaled at one 
and the ſame time ; yet there are \ 
few that are true Chriſtians, but 
before they dye, meet with one 
Seaſon or another, wherein the 
Lord doth Scal them. ' It they be 
110t 


\ 
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not Sealed at their firſt cloſing in 
with Chriſt by Faith, as ſome are, 
tho? but few ; yet they are Sealed * 
by the Spirit, more or leſs, before 


they dye, and go out of the 
World. 


' Thirdly, and Laſtly, Conſider, 
That though God doth not now 
{eal by his Spirit in an extraordt- 
nary and immediate way, by Re- 
velation, &c. yet molt Chriſtians 
in the ordinary way of the Spirit 
are ſealed : God meets with them » 
in one Duty or another ; in one 
ſacred Ordinance, or another ; 
either in Prayer, Reading, Hear- 
ing, Or 1n receiving of the Lord's x 
Supper. This God has promiſed, 
and Believers may cxpect ; for 
God is faithful, who has promiſed. 
I ſhall conclude with theſe rwo 
Scriptures, Iſa. 32. 17. And the 
work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be peace ;" 
and the effect of Righteouſnes, Qui= 


etneſs. 


64 T he Sealing, &c. 


etnejs and Aſſurance for ever, Iſa. 

. 64. 5. Thou meeteſt him that re- 
Joyceth and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
and remembers thee in thy ways. 


So much for this time. 
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Believers Sealed 
+ uo 


Spirit of Promile. 


Third Sermon, from Epheſ. 
1, the latter part of the 


13 Terſe. 


Iz whom alſo, after that ye believed, 
ye were &yaled with the Holy Spirit 
of Promite. 


Rethren, the Truth we are 
upon from the Words is this. 
Dottrine, 'T he great priviledge 
and mercy of being Sealed by the 
Spirit of Promulc, is after the uy 
an 


— FW Sealing 

and Act of Believing. After ye 
Belteved, ye were Sealed by the Sp1- 
rit, &C. 


For the opening this great Foint 
we have, 

Firſt, already ſhown, what the 
Spirit's Sealing 1s. 

Secorraly, Why none are, nor 
can be Scaled, till they Believe mn 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And, * 

Thirdly, We have anſwered this 
great Queſtion, viz. Whether all 
Believers are Scaled by the Spirit 
of Promiſe, or not. Now 1n the 

Fourth place, God aſſiſting, we 
{ſhall ſhew you the great Privi- 
ledges of thoſe Souls;' that are 
Sealed by the Holy Spirit of Pro- 
muſe. 


And ( my Beloved) their Pri- 
viledgesand Advantages are many 
and great; even ſo great and ma» 
ny, that words cannot expreſs 

| them 


| 
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them fully ; nor ſet out the riches 
and worth of this mercy. | 

Some of the Saints Priviledges, 
by being Scaled, we ſhall acquaint 
you with in theſe particuiars. 

Firſt, The uſeof a Seal in Men's 
Afﬀairs, ſets our the priviledges of 
Believers Scaled by the Spirit. For 
as the uſe of a Seal is manifold, ſo 
the advantages of Believers are 
many, who are Sealed by the Holy 
Spzrit to the day of Redemption,Eph. 


4. 30. 

Queſt. What ave the Uſes  £* 
Heal, 

Anſw. The Uſes of a Seal are 
many : as, 

I'ir/t, A Seal ſerves for Confir- 
mation amongſt Men ; theres the 
Writing, and the Seal put to the 
Writing : now when the Seal 1s 
added, there is a perfect Ratihica- 
tion, or Confirmation of what- 1s 
in the Writing. There are abun- 
dance of great and precious Pro- 

mules 


_— 
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muſes in the Word of God, which 
the Spirit of Promiſe ſeals to the 


Soul; and when he ſeals them, 


then are they ſure to us. The Apo- 
{tle tells us, 2 Cor. 1. 20. That all 
the Promiſes of God are in Chriſt, 
yea, and Amen. Yea, that is truth. 
Amen, that is aſſurance. And 
'1N-v. 21. He hath alſo Sealed as, 
and given the earneſt of his Spirit in 
our hearts, "Thoſe Promiſes that 
are made and given us in Chriſt, 
the Lord aſſures and confirms to 
ps, by his Holy Spirit; who opens 
and applies the Promiſes to Be- 
lievers. The Spirit aſſureth the 
Saints their right in the Promiles, 
and that God will pay the whole 
ſum of them in his time to them. 
For an Earneſt (faith the Anno- 
tators on the place) 7s as a pledge, 
whereby we confirm 4 Bargain, or, 
as @ piece of Money whereby we aſſure 
. the payment of the whole. "The brit 


gift therefore of the Spirit, and of 
Lite, 


Ex. 


IT "In RE I—_ 


of the Spirtt. 69 
Life, is apledge of our whole In- 
heritance, inſomuch, that this a» 
nointing, ſealing, and pledging, all 
ſerve to one and the fame end.God 
is both able and willing to 's - 
form all that he hath promiſed ; 
and this the Spirit te{tihes to the 
Souls of them that he Seals. 

2. V/e, A Seal is for diſtinction, 
from others that carries not that 
mark : the Spirit of God diſtin» 
guiihes them he Scals, from: other 
Men in the World : There 1s (as 
before 1 have told you) a dittin- 
ction between Pertons in God's 
Election, and Eternal Purpoſe; 
bur this concerns us not, ( fecret 
things belong; to God, Der. 
29. 29.) anv luther than to know 
it in the gcc1a], thar there 1s fuch 
a thing: wc are not to mecddle 
any fu:cher with it, 2 7 2%. 2, 1 
The ! ©-0 knowerh them that are 
Is, 4. them that are not his: - 
tor he lis fct his fecal and mark 


upon 
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them in Chriſt from Eternity; but 
now the Spirit of God in time, di- 


ſtinguiſheth and ragks Men {faith | 
D. Ssbbs) as they were before all | 


Worlds, and as they ſhall be at 


. the Day of Judgment,when Chriſt | 


ſhall come, and give to all Men 
according to their works, 2 Cor. 
C. TO. 


The beginning of that diſtinCti- * 


on that {hall be afterwards, is in 
this htc: the Spirit's objeftive 
Seal, viz. of Sanctification, makes 
a diſtinction between Men. A Seal 
you know, makes the Impreſſion 
of an Image; and the Prince's 
Image uſes to bein his Seal: The 
glorious Image of God is in his 
Seal, which ruines and deſtroys 
the old Man, and prints the New 
in the Souls of Believers, by the 
Spirit's Sealing, Epheſ. 4. 22, 23, 
24. There is that by the Spirit 
ſtamp'd and printed in the Soul, 
that was not thete before. True 


Bc- 
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Believers by the Spirit's Sealing, 
are, 

Firſt, Diltinguſhed from mo- 


! ral, civilized Men, which are at 


beſt but tamed Devils, and old 
Adam put in a new Dreſs. The 


| Houſe may be ſwept, z. e. Man 


may be civilized, and have many 
good Morals, and yet the Heart 


! not Santtified. Sec Matth. 1 2. 47 


44. "The inward work of Ho 

nels, or Santifhcation in the heart, 
which civil Men have not, but ri- 
dicule aud deſpiſc, diſtinguiſhes 
Believers from them ; for they are 
changed, wade anew, and created in 
Chriſt Jeſus, to good works, F.ph. 2. 
IO. 
Secondly, This Sealing of the 
Spirit dittinguiſhes the Saints from 
leeming good Men, that feem and» 
pretend to be that outwardly, be- 
tore Men, which they aic not in- 
wardly, ig reality, before God: 
there are too many of theſe delud- 
ed 
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ed Souls; the good Lord deliver 
us from cheating our own Souls 
thus. The depth of the Spirit's 
work in the Soul, whereby he 
makes a new N ature,diſtinguiſhes 
Believers from thoſe who are but 
painted Hypocrites. Pray mind 
here two or three things, wherein 
ou will ſee how Believers, that 
ave a new Nature, are by the 

Spirit diſtinguiſhed from others. 
Firſ?, Nature in every Crea- 
ture is carried to one thing more 
than to another ; fo there 1s a di- 
{tinct propenſion in good and up- 
right Men, to God, to Chriit, to 
his Grace and Goodnels; their 
aims and bent are diſtinct, and 
thereupon they have a greater in- 
largement of Heart, according to 
- their great aims. Believers de- 
fire more of God, and his Groce, 
and aun purely at his Glory : . chey 
now look ohove che World, anc; 
worldly Men, who are poor, nar- 
my 
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row, baſe Spirited Men ; yea, the 
beſt of the Men of the World are 

{o, Fer. 9. 3. Phil. 1. 20, 21. 
Seconaly, Things by Nature 
work from within; and in this 
painted Hypocrites are diſtin- 
gmnſhed from real Chriſtians. A 
Believer (in what he doth for 
God and hisGlory 1s moved from 
a Principle of Grate within, 
wrought by the Spirit ; bur as for 
Hypocrites, they are moved in 
what they do, as things of Mo- 
tion; like Clocks, and {ingines of 
Wit, which move trom a we!ght 
without as one ys ) that poy- 
{cth them. It Hypocrites do any 
good , there 1s fomething from 
without which {ways their Ends 
and Aims; ris nor a Principle of 
Grace within, as Faith in, and 
Love to Chrilt, &c. Bur *trs lome- 
thing ellc that ſways them: if 
they Pray, Read, Hthr, give 
Alms, and txt, *t's to be cen of 
f A 
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Men, and to receive Honour from 
Men; 5d our Saviour tells us, 
Matth, 6. 1, to 6. Thus good 
Men, Sat are Scaled by the Spi- 
rit, are diftinguiſhed fro mn others. 
There i5 4a new Divine Nature in 
them, 2 Pet. 1. 4. which' carries 
them out of Self, and above the 


World, even to ſeek God and his 


Glory. 

Thirdy, Nature 1s conſtant, 
and what is done naturally, is done 
conſtantly ; every Creature works 
according to its nature : Good and 
holy Men are exerciſed conſtantly 
in Holineſs, becauſe they do it 


froman inward Principle of Grace : 


and Life, and from a work and 
{tamp of the Spirit within ; *tis 
true, different things may ſeem 
the ſame; as wild Herbs in the 
Field may have rhe colour and 
form of rhem wiuch are planted in 
a Garden; but there is a difference 
in their vertue: The fecining 
| Graces 
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Graces and Works of Hypocrites, 
may look like true, but they leave 
no vertue in them; all 1s not Gold ' 
that gliſters; all | is not Grace that 
looks like | it; the works of Hypo- 
crites are dead things : You read, 
Heb. 10. 22. of ciead works. And 
in Tit, 1. 15, 16. of ſome, who pro- 
feſs they know God, and yet in works 
deny him ; who are dcfiled, ana unto 
good 1 orks c prove Reprobates. 

But, in a Chri/#:a's Grace and * 
Faith, there 1s a LY 
Vertue : their (pk kenards ſend forth 
fragrant ſmells, Cant. 1. 12. Their 
_ are like the Ointinent that 
perfumed the whole Hoaſe, John 12. 
3, 4. A Believer, by Faith, over- 
— my the World and his Sins, 1 

Torn few reſi{ttth the Devil, 
ſtedfa hint the Faith, x Pct. 5-9. and 
ars/ this Shield, quencheth all his 
fiery darts, [8 hel. 6. 16, W hat great 
ti 11825 did thole W orthics 'y 
Faith, Fliv. 11. 33, 34, 35. BY 

E 2 Faith 
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Faith they ſubdued & wnguoms , 
wrought Righteouſneſs, obtained Pro- 
miſes, ſtopped the mouths of. Lions, 
quenched the violence of the Fire,8&c 
inaured Tortures, and cruel Mock- 
— ings, not accepting deliverance; yea, | 
moreover, Bonas and Impriſonment : 

they were ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, were 
tempted, &C. of whom the World was 

not, worthy, v.38. By Faith a Chri- 
-ſtian pertorms all Duties, Prays, 
and Hears, and is very fruitful in 

his whole Converſation : there 1s 

in all a Believer's Graces a com- 
forting and itrengrtihenng Vertue. 
Two Men may do the fame things, 

and yet there be a great and grand 
difference ; tor Hypocrites cannot 

do as Believers, though in ſome 
eExterimls they may out-Jo them. 
What Beucvers do, 1s from the 
Spirit's Sealing, in a ſpecial way 

but wit others do, 1t it be from 

:he Spirit, yet 1t 1s bur from the 
Spirit 1 a Common way at belt ; 

YOU 
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you mult know there are common 
! works of the Spirit, as well as ipe- 
cial; Hypocrites may have the 
common, and fo do many things 
externally ; but it is only Believers, 
that have the ſpecial vs orkings and 
operations of the Spirit, and focan 
only do Spiritual Duties ſincerely. 
But, 

Thiraly, A Chriſtian's Graces, 
wrought by the Spirit, holds out 
in all kinds of Weather, in Win- 
ter and Summer, in Proſperity and 
Adyerſity. A Pchiever follows 
the I. mb, whitherſnever he 00 
eth, Rev. 14. 4. But counterteit 
Holineſs w3ll not hold out always; 
though it may tome time, it will 
ſoon go out: The Young Man in 
the Goſpe] wert a greet way, he 
took many a fair ſtep1or Heayen, 
and yet at Jaſt parted with Chriſt 
for the World ; he was aot found 
at Heart, for it he had, he would 
- have leſrall for Chriſt, rather than 
E 3 hum, 
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him, Matth. 19. 19, 20. He went 
away {orrowtul, for he had great 
Poilefions; he did nothike Chrift's 
terms at all, Wil a Hypoerite alt= 
ways delight himſeif i in God, and pray 
ro the Almighty, ſurely no, Job 27. 
S, 10. De £45 (fays Part ) 15 Ute 
parted fi jrom «s. How came that 
to pals? FHawing loved this preſent 
World, The W orld, with its 
Riches, was loved more by him, 

than Chriſt,and his Graces : many 
begin to run well, but ſoon tire - 

they are {ſoon out of breath, be- 
caule they have not true Grace 
they went off from us, becauſe 

thcy were never of us: for had 
they been of us, that is, ſincere, 
they would not have 70nc of trom 
us. Oh! think of Chis word d, and 
tremble, x Johz 2. 19. 


3- Uſe, A Seal 1s for Appro- 
priation : Merchants uſe to Seal 


thoſe Goods, they would not have 
others 
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others have any right to. Fe- 
levers are God's in a more 7ecu- 
liar manner than others : all arc 
the Lord's by Creation ; bi as Or 
Believers, they are [1's by Zi-*t10n, 
Redemption, and Vocarion, 4 (zl. 
4. 5. Che Lord harh fer apart 
him that is Godly tor tumielt. 
There 1s not only 1n a Chriitan 
tne witnels of the Spirit, '{ 22: God 
is his God, and awelis in 1,1 John 
4+ 13. but this Sp'rit works 1a a 
Believer, an aſlent to take God 
again to be his; {o that there 
15 a mutual Appropriation. Cant. 
2. 10. My beloved is wine, and I 
am his, \\ here the &1'rit Seals, 
there God appropriatcs S; and tius 
may *be, yea, and is known, by 
the” Souls appropriatins God a- 
gain, P/al. 73. 25, 26. hom have 
[ in Heaven (ſays the Believer ) 
but thee, or on the Earth, that I 


aefire, in compariſon of rl Je 
E 4 hen 
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When my Fleſh av Heart faileth, 


thou art the ſtrength of my heart, 
and my pertion for ever, There 1s 
(Peioved) no action God works 
upon the Soul, but there 15 a re- 
flex action of the Soul, by the 
Spirit, to him ag21n : It God chuſe 
and love a Soul, that. Soul, by the 
Spir:t, chuſes and loves him; 1t 
Cen Go no other, but chuſe him 
for its all, and 1-1: bm above all, 
1 Joh? 4. 19. We: {cle him, why ? 


becauſe ( ſaith he) he hath lov4d us. 


4. Uſe, A Seal is uſed for Eſti- 
mation : Perſons uſe to ſet their 
Seal only upon that, for which 
they have an Eſtimation. The 
witneſs and work of God's Spirit 
in Believers, ſhews- the Eſtima- 
tion that he has for them : God 
ſets a great Price upon his ; there- 
fore they are Called his Chilaren, 
Gal. 3. 26. His Spouſe, 1 Cor. 11. 
2, His dearly beloved, yea, the dear- 
ly 
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ly beloved of his Soul, Jer. 12. 7- 
They are called his Friends, John 
I5. 14. His portion and treaſure, 
Jer, 12. 10, His Coyn, upon 
whom he ſer his mark ; his Image 
and Likeneſs, being formed into 
it by the Spirit, 2 Cor. 3.18.1 hele 
Titles ihew us the eſteem that 
God has for them that believe 
He values them more than all the 
World beſides. Ir 1s ſaid, Prov. 
II. 26.. The righteous is more ex- 
cellent than his Neighboar.. . And 
Believers are ſaid, 1 Pet. 2. y. To 
be a choſen G rms Abs and a Royal 
Prieſt-hood, a peeuliar People, &C. 
As there is a difference between 
precious Stones and others,ſo there 
1s between good and bad Men, 
Believers, and Unbelievers: God 
ſets a higher Eſteem upon ſome, 
than upon others: wicked Men 
in Scripture, he calls Dogs and 
Swine, Math. 7.6, 15, 26. Rev. 
22. 15. Without are Dozs, &c. The 
£ £ Saints. 
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Saints, : he calls Sons, Kings, and 
Heirs, Rev. 1.5, 6. Rom. 8. 17. 
If Chilaren, then Heirs, &c. When 
Sinners are termed drofs,and dung, 

and thorns, and have all the baſe 
Names which they deſerve, and 
terms that may be: Believers are 
nonourable in their Names and 
Titles, which (I fay) ſhews, that 
God eltcems them. 


Queſt, Some may askme, How 
they ſhall know whether God thus 


eſteems of them, or 20. 


Azxſiw. You may know this, by 
his ſaving and precious Graces , 
that are wrought in your Hearts, 
by the Spirit: where true Grace is, 
thoſe Souls arc precious and ho- 
nourzblc in the fight of God, 1/4. 
42. 4. Common Gitts, and Privi- 
!:dges, and Riches in the World, 
are no Seal of God's Eſtimation ; 
tor a Man may have of theſc, and, 
yet 
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yet be a caſt-away, and not belov= 
ed of God. If God, Sirs, {ſhould 
give you a whole Kingdom, 1t 
would not Seal his Love to vou at 
all: But when God changes your 
Hearts, and makes you ſpiritual 
Kings to ruleover your baſe Lults, 
and Prieſts to offer up ſpiritual Sa- 
crifice to lum, this 15 a Seal indeed, 
that Cod Va lucs and eſteems 
YOu. Por 31 rho be aid fore= £1200, 
that 1s in Chriſt, be « it aia Pre- 
aeſtinate, to be confo; -ucd to the 
Image of his Sov, Tt. the Spirit 
has "Sand tified you, and formed 
Chriit's Image 1n your Souls, and 
reveard him to you, then +/0U 
may comfortably contude, 1 nat 
God loves you, and rixit you are 
tis. Jewels, ard [hall be his, iu the 
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; Wo BY thc v oF o fro! !Tl this 
karn, How to value your ſelves, 
and 
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and others in the World; not by 
common Gifts and Parts, thatcaſt- 
aways, and reprobates may have, 
but by the Stamp that God has 
- ſet upon you by his Spirit ; which 
1s an Argument, That God in- 
tends to lay you up, as Corn for 
another Treaſury, viz. for Hea- 
ven, that is his Garner, into which 
he will gather his Wheat, Matth, 3. 
82. 2 Cor. &. 5. Account of 
others, npt for their great Parts 
only,but for their Grace and Picty, 
which they diſcover by a good 
Life: many deceive themſelves 
with falſe hopes and evidences for 
Heaven: Some think God loves 
them: Firſt, becauſe he ſpares 
them, and follows them with long 
Patience. God ſpared the old 
World 120 Years, and yet at Jaſt 
jeftroyed them with a- Deluge, 
tor their Sins, Ger. 6. 3. And fo he 
will you, after long Patience, it 
you Repent not, Pal. 50. 21. ve- 
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condly, Becaule they Thrive, and 
grow rich in the World. Are theſe 
the Fruits of God's ſpecial Love? 
ſurely no. For God gives much 
of the World to them that are his. 
Enemies. You read, Lake 16, of 
a rich Man, that fared ſwmptuouſly 
every day : he had what Heart 
could wiſh ; and yet in Hell he lift 
up his Eyes, being in Torments, ver. 
22. His riches could not keep 
him out of Hell. Oh! then belov- 
ed, deceive not your ſelves, but 
look for the Royal Stampot God's 
Grace and Image in your Souls ; 
For without Grace ana Holineſs 
None can fee God, Heb. 12. 14. 


5. T/e of a Seal 1s for Secrecy, 
as in Letters, &c. The Seal of 
God's Spirit 1s a ſecret work in the 
Soul: Believers are only known 
to God, ang to their own Hearts, 
that they arc iis. The white Stone 
with the New Name, is only known 
i0 


86 T he Sealing 


to them that have it, Rev. 2. 17. 
*Tis true, Holy Men are known 
in ſome degree one'to another, to 
make their Communion the 
ſweeter. There is (as one words 
it) a great deal of ſpiritual like- 
neſs in Chriſtians ; and they have 
a ſtrong confidence of one ano- 
ther's Salvations. But, notwith- 
ftanding all this, The undoubted 
Certainty of Man's State, that is 
only known to God, and a Chri- 
ſtian's own Soul. Nay, ſome- 
times, this may be hid from a 
Beltever, in {ome meaſure. Hence 
Life 1s called a hidden Life, Ce/. 
3- 2, 4. It may CI fay) ſome- 
times be unknown to a Bcliey- 
er, but Tam fure it is always 
to the World ; for they neither 
know God that begat, nor them 
that arc begotten. But, 
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Sixthly, To Conclude : A Seal 
is alſo for Security, both of Perſons 
and Things, from common An- 
noyance or Hurt. The Spirit {e- 
cures Believers1n his Sealing work, 
Firſt, from being overcome by ſin 
or Satan, Rom. 6. 14. Secondly, 
From falling totally and finally 
from Grace : And, 1h1raly, from 
Hell and Eternal Wrath. As the 
Blood ſprinkled on the Door Poſts 
ſecured the I/raelites from being 
Deſtroyed by the Deltroying An- 
gel, Exod. 12.8, 12. You read, 
Ezek. 9. 4. That a mark muſt 
be ſet upon them in Jeru/alem , 
that ſhould not be deſtroyed. 
And in Revel. 7. 2, 3. That 
God's Scaled ones mult not be 
hurt. 'The Spirit's Scaling is an 


Argument , That. thoſe ſhall be . 


Saved, not only from Troubles 
here , but from Hel hereafter. 
Rom: 


* F 


[ 
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Rom. 8. 1. | For there is no Con- 
dernation to them: which are in 
Chriſt, who walk not after the fleſh, 
but after the ſpirit. 


So much for this time. 


.. 
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Believers Sealed 
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Spirit of Promiſe. 


Fourth Sermon, from Epheſ. 
1. the latter part of the 


12 verſe. 
In whom alſo, after that ye believed, 


ye were Sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of Promiſe. 


Eloved, the Theam we are 
upon 1s this, vx. 

Doft. The great priviledgeand 

mercy of being Sealed by the Ho- 


ly Spirit, is after the Duty and 
y oPpirit, The 


go The Sealing 
AQ of Believing, 1s whom after 
ge believea, ye were Sealed by the Ho- 


t Sprrit of Promiſe, 


For the management of. this 
weighty Point we have 

F:rji, Shown you what the Spi- 
rit's Sealing Work 15. 

Sconaly, Why none are, or can 
be Sealed, *till they Beheve. 

Thirdly, Whether all Believers 
are Sealed by the: Spirit, or no. - 

Fozrthly, We are now upon 
{ſhowing you the great priviledges 


of Perſons Sealed by the Spirit of 


God. 

And for the doing of this, we 
have in our laſt Diſcourſe, ſhown 
= {ome of the Believers Privi- 
edges being Sealed by the Holy 
Spurit of Promiſe, and that 

Firſt, Tn the many uſes of a 
Seal, in fix things. Now we 
ſhall, thro? God's Aſfiſtanice, pro- 
ceed turther, to ſet forth the Pri- 

© viledges 


+ f* 
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viledges of Sealed Believers, by 
the Spirit of Truth and Hotinels; 
and therefore, | 
 Secontly, The Saints Priviledge 
(being S-:aled) appears, from the 
Author of jt, iz. the Holy Spirit 
of Promiſe. 'This 1s the Spirit's 
AQt, and proper work alone: God 
doth not ſend Angels upon this 


Errand, or to do this Work ; but 


he gives and ſends his gracious 
Spirit to do ir. If God did fend 
an Angel' to do this work, 1t 
would be a honour to poor Man, 
Þut for Gud ww Rial lis Holy 5Pi- 
rit to Seal us, 15 more and greater 
honour, than if Millions of Angels 
were to come, and to be umploy-= 
ed in this work; hat ts ſorry 
Man, that God ſhould 2ive him his 
Spiris? And beſides, the certain= 
ty and ſatisfaction of the Spirit is 
beyond all other ways and me- 
thods in the World. In miracu- 
tous Voices and Inſpirations, there 

may 
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may be found ſome cheat of the 
» Devil, who is a deceiver, and ſeeks 
to deceive poor Souls. But the 
Spirit's witneſs is certain and true, 
it being ſuitable to his revealed 
+ Mind in the written Word, as I 
have told you before; and being 
thus, it cannot deceive us. 'The 
Spirit that Seals us, is Truth, and 
- cannot witneſs to a Lye, nor de- 
ceive them rhat he Seals. 


- Thirdly, Their Priviledges who 


' are Sealed, appears from the 
Truth that 1s Sealed ro uwn, 


which is Raviſhing and Tranſ- 
porting. The Sparit Seals to Be- 
lievers, the Pardon of their Sins, 
through the Blood of Chriſt, which 
1s a great Bleſſing : and their pro- 
priety in Him, as their Head, 
their Husband, their Friend, their 
All in All. This is that which 
Believers long to know, and 1s 
their great merey for to know by 

the 


# 
) 
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the Spirit; what ſweeter, and 


more rranſporting to the Souls of 


Believers than this, to know their 
Sins, which were many, are par- 
doned : that. Chriſt 1s their's, lus 
Righteouſneſs their's, lis Merits 
their's, Is Grace their” s, to ſupply 
their great wants ; and that they 
ſhall be ſaved from W rath, through 
him? Rom. 5.9. To know thisir= 
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deed, is ſweet, it 1s to injoy Hea- j* 


ven upon Earth, and to have ſuch 


Joy, as 1s beyond all the Joyin . 


the World. Oh! then, what a 
mercy and priviledge 1s this, ro 
know that Chriſt is ours; ſo as to 
lay with the Spouſe, Cant. 2. 16. 
My beloved u wine, and 1 am his. 
And to fay with them upon good 
grounds, Lam. 3.24. i he Lord 1s 
my portion, faith my Soul, therefore 
l Arya in him. At. d: with Da- 
vid, Pjal. 73. 25, 26. hon: have 
1 in Heaven, but thee ; or 1p033 
Earth, which 1 aefire beſices 11.49 

WW 
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Myfleſh,and my heart faileth but thou 
art the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever, How {weet was 
this to David, under his troubles, 
to know that God was his Portion: 
for ever? Paul tells us, Gal. 2. 
20. The life that he lived in the 
fieſh, was by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loves him, and. gave lim- 
ſelf for him: And 2 Tim. 1. 12. 
F know (\ays he) im nom I have 
believed, &c, Which knowledge 
was by the Snirit's Sealug, ; and 
this 1s that which 1s Sezied up, 
more or [c's, to every Bchever, 
which attords great comto'”, an 
joy, even joy unſpeakable, and 
tull of glory, z P.:. 1. 7, 5. 


7 . F-arthly, Tirom the Subiefts or 
Pe: vs that wire Sealed | and they 
ar th, as wt. {cies are tn» 

#4 Wretiis, wit hag frieved 

tlc Soi nt a thonland wwmmes 

over. Now 15 C- this a great 
mCtrcy, 
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mercy, that they who grieved the 
Spirit {0 "Ys "ſhould be Scaled 


thereby, Eph. 4. 30. Ch! won- » 


dertul pr jntiadns that fuch, who 
had deferved to be Scaled to dam- 

nation, becauſe of their ſins,ſhould 
be Scaled to Salvation. 


Fifthly, The Priviledges of 


Sealed ones, appears to be many, 
trom the great, or grand deſign 
of the Holy Spirit i in Sealing. The 
Spirit's deſ{}gns and aims in Sealing 

Behevers, are theſe three, viz. 


Firſt, . To ſecure them from 
Hell and Wrath: they that have 
the Spirit's Scal, ſhall not be con- 
demned; the Wrath of-God that 
falls upon'others, ſhall not touch 


them. - I'or there 1s a0w m0 condemns | 


n4tion to them \which are in Chriſt 
'Jeſws, who walk not after the tb, 
but + ajter the (pitt. 

Scconaly, 


3 
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Seconaly, To ſecure Heaven to 
them for ever: They that are 
Sealed here by the Spirit,ſhall cer- 
tainly be crowned with Glory 
hereafter, ſays Pax!, 2 Cor. 5. 4, 
5, 6. Now hethat hath wrought 
us, or made us fit, for the {elf 
ſame thing, viz, Heaven, is God, 
who hath alſo given unto us the 
earneſt of his Spirit. Bur, 


Thirdly, The third deſign of 
the Spirit, in Scaling Believers, is, 
as intermediate therennro,to bring 
much of Heaven into their Souls, 
in order to comfort and ftrengrhen 
rhem.in their way to Glory. Be- 
tevers Sealed by the Spirit, enjoy 
i2uch of Heaven, 1n their way to 


it, which makes them long to be 


with Chriſt, in the full poſſefſion 
of .Glory, Phil. 1. 22. Believers 
2eing Sealed, enjoy much com- 


tort, joy, and peace un their Souts, 


p . 
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Rom. 5. », 2. They reoyce in the 

hope of the glory of God, That 

| God, who is the God of Peace, 
doth, and will give to his, much 
joy in believing; he'll fill them 
with joy, and peace, above all 
others; they ſhall have the fore- 
taſt of Glory and Bleſſedneſs here, 
and 1n a little while, they ſhall be 
received to Glory, where all tears 
ſhall be wiped away, and they 
ſhall be for ever with the Lord, 1 
Thef. 4. 18. This ſhall futhce to 
have et forth the Priviledges of 

| thoſe, that are Scaled by the Spirit 
of Promite, 


Fifthly, Application. 


Firſt Uſe, By way of Informa- 
tion, from this great DoArine of 
Sealing by ihe Spirit, I inter theſe 
Two things, v:z. 

Firſt Infer. "hat Perſons may 
FF Know 
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know here, they arc in a ſtate of 
Grace. And, 

Seconaly , That Perſons upon 
knowing there preſent ſtate; in 
Grace, may be aſſurcd tor thetime 
to come. But, 


Firſt, T infer, That Perſons 
may know here, they are in a 
ſtate of Grace, and Salvation; that 
their S:ns are pardoned; that God 
1s pacitied towards them, through 
Ius Son; and that alſo, through 
Chriit, they are f{aved from Hell, 
and Eternal Wrath, which for ſin 
they deſerved. Thus (I lay) Be- 
lievers may know, and have clear- 
cd up to them, and that upon a 
five-tfoid account ; as, 

Firſ/, Becauie the Sealing of us 
by the Sp.rit, 15 not in regard of 
God, but 1n regard ol our ſelves. 
As for God, he kaowetHi them that 
are his, 2 7 im; 2, 19. But we do 
not know, neither Can We, that 
We 
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we are God's, but by the Sealing 
of his good Spirit ; and thus Seal- 
ing 15 On pur poſe that we may 
know, God 1s our Father, and 
we are his Children. Paz! tells 
us, Gal. a. 6. That therefore God 
hath feat his Spirit into our hearts, 
that we may cry Abba Father. But, 


Seconaly, Becaule .the Scope of 
the Word which was Indited by 
the Spirit, 15 for our comtort, and 
that we mig zl1t have hope, Rom. 
I5. 4. For wYtfoever things wer 
WYIHTECH aj oret 1721e , werewritten fo rus 


ng 


i 4 _ '7 »Y (> ; 7s y MN 
Lerrnine, that we, through patrence, 


ana compurt of the Seriprures, might 
have lope. Now Beloved, what 
comfort can a Man have in an un- 
certain condition, wherein he 
knows not but he may be a Rc 
probate. But again, 


Thirdly, W hy did Chriit _ 
COMe iato the World, and ta 
In > GUT 
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our Natures upon hin? Why 
did he become a Curſe tor us, and 
carry our Natures (when he had 
{uffered ) into Heaven, there to 
appear before God for us, *ti} he 
has brought all home? Gal. 3. 13, 
Heb. 9. 24. T ſay, why hath,and 
doth Chriſt all this for us, but to 
have us out of all doubt of his 
Love and Good-will, after once 
we have recerved him by Faith. 
For having loved his own, he loves 
them to the end, John 13. 1. 


Fourthly, We may come to ar- 
rive at ſome knowledge of our 
{tate in Grace, becauſe we are 
commanded to make our calling and 
eleftion ſure. Now God doth not 
1njoin Impoſſibilities upon us, but 
commands that, which may be 
done; and bids us ſeek after that 
which may bc attained to, 2 Pet. 
I. 10. Grve all dilizence to make 
your callin2 and alettion ſure. But, 


Fifthly, 
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Fifthly, What uſe arc the Sa- 
craments for, cipecially the Lord's 
Supper, but to confirm our Faith, 
and ſeal up Clwilt's Benehts to us? 

Saith Chrilt to the Noble Man, 
that betought him to come down, 
and heal his Son, John 4. 47) a8. 
FE. xcept ye ſee ſions and wonaers, Ye 
will no; b:lieve, Chritt fcts the 


Elements of Bread and Wine, in : 


the Lord's Supper beſore us, thar 
by theſe viſible gs, our Faith 
and Grace might be trengthened. 
AS Faith comes by hearing, Rome. 
Io. 17. {o it 1s confirmed by {ee- 
ing Chriſt Crucified ; which by 
Faith may be leen in the Lord's 
upper. I his Sacrament 15 not 
only a bare {ign to repreſent 
Chriſt to us, but it is a Scal to 
confirm our Intereſt jn him: He 


that would have his Grace ſtreng- 


thened, muſt be found in this Or- 
dinance, 1n. which Chrilt 1s iet 
F. 3 torth, 


| 
© 


102 The Sealing 

forth, and as it were, lively Cru- 
cified, Gal. 13. 1,2. It was a 
faving of Bernard, When my ſpirt- 
tua! ſtrength bretns to fail, I know a 
, Remedy (ſaith he) Imillgo ro the 
4 able of the Lord, and there I will 
eat and arink to recover my aecayed 
ffrenath. God meets his at the 
, Table, and there ſeals up his love 
to them, and ſtrengthens their 
Graces, Cant. 1. 13. While the 
King ſits at his Table, my ſbihenard 
ſens forth its ſonell, Chriſt's pre- 
ience in his Ordinances, ſtirred up 
the Spoule's Graces, and put them 
* into excerciſe. Now , after all 
this, ſhail we doubt of God's love 
tous, cipccalily, when beſides the 
Sealing of the Promiles to us, we 
our ſelves are ſealed by the Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe. 


Obje&t. But ſome may ſay, We 
ſpould not doubt, did we but' know 
this, That we do Believe truly. 


Anſw. 
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* Axſw. As it is the Office of the 
Holy Spirit to work Faith, and , 
other Graces in the Soul, ſo to re- 
veal this Faith and Grace to the 
Soul. 'TheGrace of God is Light 
in 1ts ſelf, becauſe !t comes from 
him, who is the Father of Lights, 
trom whom comes every good 
and perfect Gift, James 1. 17. 
And it is the property of Light, , 
not only to diſcover other things, 
but it ſelf alſo : And obſerve allo, 
That the Spirit gives Light to 
this Light, by ſhining on his own 
Graces wrought in the Soul, 1 Cor,” 
2. 12, We have recetved not the 
ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit 
which ts of God, that we 919ht know 
the things which are freely given to 
us of God. And ſays Paul, Rom. , 
8. 16. 1 he Spirit it ſelf beareth wit- 
neſs, &Cc. we are the Chilaren of God. 
God's Children know that he is. 
their Father, and they his Chil- 
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dren; but the remainders of ſin 
and corruption, arc {till breeding 
doubts in the Soul : but it is the 
office of the Spirit of F.ith to quell 
them as they ariſe. We are too 
, prone, in a time of temptation, to 
douÞt, and have great fears. But 
Sirs, we need not help the 
Tempter, as ſome do, by holding 
it a Duty to doubt of Salvation, 
" when Chriſt faith, be not faithleſs, 
but believing. Oh! nave a care 
of this, and rouſe up your ſelves, 
and fay as David, when doubts 
ariſe, and your Sovls are diſqui- 
eted, Pſalm 48. ult. Why art thou 
" caſh down, O my Soul, ana why art 
- 11004 aifquiet ea withiz me : hope thou 
in God, for T ſhall yet praiſe him, 
who ts the health of my connenance, 


” and my God, But, 


: 


Secondly, From the Sealing of 
the Spirit, I infer, That Perjons, 
upon knowing their prelcnt ſtate 

'h 
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in Grace, may be aſſured for the - 
time to comp. For the Sealing ot 
Believers. by the Spirit, is not on- 
ly for the preſent, but to the Day 
of Reccmption, Eph. a 4. 20. Grieve 
not the Holy Spirtt , faith Paul, 
whereby ye are Sealed to tle Day of 
Redemption. That is, *till they * 
come to the full poſſeſſion of that 
Glory which now they believe 
and hope for. And beſides, this 
Sealing of the Spirit 1s for the ſe- 
curing of Believers for the time to 
come, John 14. 16, 17. Faith and 
Love, and other Graces of the » 
Spirit, never fail finally, but ever 
remain in their Habits, though 
ſometimes loſt - in the exercile. 
True Faith ſets us in a ſtate of 
Salvation; and we being pur into 
Chrilt by Faith, or ingratted into 
him the Vine, are riſen with him, > 
and fus with him in heavenly. 
places, as ycu may fee, Eph. 2. 5, 
6. True Faith makes the things | 

80 (0, 
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tocome, preſent; for it is the {ub- 
«ſtance, ground, or confidence of 
things hoped for, and the evidence 
of things not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1, -2. 
Faith alſo Believes, - that neither 
life, nor aeath, principalities , 0r 
powers, things preſent, or to come, 
can never ſeparate the Soul from the 
love of God, which is in Chriſt Teſus 
our Lord, Rom. 8. 38, 39. S0 
that ( Beloved) the Aſſurance of 
Believers, 1s not only for the pre- 
{cnt, but. for the time to come. 
For they are Sealed up to the Day 
of Redemption ; even to that day 
in which Chriſt ſhall fetch them 
80 C:iory. Who 15 there, my Bre- 
 thren, 'that can reverſe the Scal of 
God, and make it void. Grace 1s 
an earneſt Penny for Glory ; and 
where God gives the one, he'll 
give thc other. P/al. 84. 11. For 
tiou wilt give Grace and Glo- 
ry, &c. to them that walk up- 
rightly with thee. If you can be 
| aſſured, 


the preſent, you may be ſure 1t 
{hall be made vp full in Glory. 
Fhere is no oppoſition that ſhall 
prevail to hinder it, for God has 
{et his asa Seal. 


-Firſt, upon his Hand, to ſhew 
that he doth, and will kcep them, 
*till they come to Glory, 1/2. 41. 
10. Fear ot, for I' am with you 
(faith God) ard 1 will uphotd you 
with the right hand of my rizhicou!- 
neſs : Behold, all. they that are in- 
cenſed againſt thee, ſha#l be aſhamed 
and confounded, they ſhall be as n0- 
thing, &c. Even they that contend 
with thee ſhall be-as nothing, v. 13. 


Why. ſhall it be-thus? The An- * 


{wer is, For I the Lord thy God 
will hold thy right Hand, faying 
unto thee, tear not, I w:]l help 
thee, wv. 29. I/a. 13. 14, 15. Sion 
{aid, the-Lord hath forſaken me, 
and my*'God'hath forgotten me. 

0 Thus 
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aſſuredy that you have Grace for 
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Thus many Believers fay: But 


faith God, Can a Woman forget 
her {ucking Child , not to have 
compaſſion on the Son of her 
Womb; yea, {he may be ſo cruel 
as to forget; but I ( faith the 
Lord) will not forget thee : For, 
behold, I have graven thee upon 
the Palms of my Fands; or drawa 
thee, pourtray'd thee on my hands. 
A Metaphor takea iron: ſome that 
. uſed to tye ſomething on their 
* hand, to put them in mind of Bu- 
fineſs they would not forget. God 


having fer his People as a mark, 


or {cal upon his hand, he'l: never 


forget them : tor they are not on-. 


ly ſet, but ingraven, which wall 
not ealily wear out. But, , 


Seconaly, God has ſet them as a, 


Seal upon his Breaft, to lovethem; 
and He will love them, and that 
for ever, John 13. 1., Our Love 


mdegl may be deadned; and de-. 
cay 
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cay towards God; we may 
our firſt Love 19 a great mbuaſure, 
Rev, 2. 4. But there is nothing 
that can, or {hall deaden God's 
love towards his Children. Where }- 
God loves in Chriſt, he teves for 
ever ; his Love is an everlaſting 
Love, Yer..31. 3. But, | 


Thirdly, On his Shoulder, to- 
fupport and uphold them, at all 
tames, and in all places and condis. 
tions, *till he hath brought them 
to glory. Says God, to laetwliſcon- 
ſolated People, 1/a. 49. 27, 28,29. 
Why ſayeſt thou, O Jacob, za fpeak- 
eſt, O lſracl, my way is hitifromthe 
Lora, and my Judgment" 1s paſſed 
over | mp my God, Why peak 
ye after this manner ; this is but 
the ſurmiſings of Unbelief; haſt 
thou not known, hait thou nor 
heard, "That the everlaſting God, 
the Lord, the Creator of the 
Earth, fainteth' not , neither 45 
WEary ; 
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weary; he giveth power to' the 
faint; and to them that have no- 
might, he increaſeth ſtrength. 
But, 


c Fourtaly, God \cts them 'as a 
» Seal on his Heart : they lye near 
his Heart ; therrefore are they cal- 
led the Beloved, yea, the dearly 
beloved of his. Soul, Jer. 12. 7. 
They that are ſincere, ſhall enjoy 
- and taſte his love, and- lye in his 
{weet embraces; he'il ſmile on 
them, vwh the Light of his coun- 


tehance, for they are the joy of 
his heart, and are in the molt 1n-- 
* ward paits of it, Caxt. 8. 6. Thus: 


ou {ce how Behevers are aſſured, 
and1ecured, for the time to come. 
Thoſe that are in Chriſt, the 
rock of Ages, are {ecufed tor ever. 

- And though they meet with 
temptations, oppoſ:tions, and try- 
als; yet they are but asWaves, 
that daſh upon them, but ſhall 
NnOL 
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not ruin them, for _ are kept 

by the power of God, through # 
Faith, unto Salvation, 1 Pet. x. | 
4 5+ 3 


Queſt. But may ſome ſay; If zt 
be thus, that Believers are aſſured 
for the time to come ; Why then do 
we pray for the forgiveneſs of 


ſens. 


Anſw. Firſt Conlid. That as 
God hath ordained the End, {fo 
alſo the Means; God doth, and 
will pardon Sin, . for he hath pro- 
miſed to do it, 1/a. 55. 7. There- 
fore we ought to pray tor pardon 
through Chriſt,, as a means or- 
daincd of God : Tor theſe things 
I will be ſought to by the Houle 
of Iſrael. We ſhould pray as Da= 
vid, who (though he was a juſti- 
ficd Perſon, and. ſecured in the 
Covenant for Heaven) yet talling 
touly 
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fouly into $in;he plyes the Throne 
of Grace hard. 'Fhis was his du- 
ty, and is ours infuch a caſe, P/al. 
. 27.10. Forgive mine Iniquities 
« for thy Names ſake, for they are 
great. And Pſalm 51. 1, 2. Have 
mercy upon me, O God, &C. and 
waſh me thoroughly in every part, 
aud from every ſin. Prayer 1s an 
external means, ordained of God, 
- to obtain Pardon, and other Mer- 
cies in; therefore we are bid in 
every thing to make our Requetts 
known to God, Phil. 4. 5, 6. 
But, 


Secondly, Conſider, When Be- 
lievers pray for pardon of Sin, it 

' 15 ſor a clearer evidence of what 
they Lave already in Chriſt. To 

| be pardoned and juitified through 
Chriſt, and ſo ſecured tor Heaven, 

- Is one thing; ani1to know it, is 
another : Perions may bc in Chrilt, 
and pardoned, and io in a 2» 
atc 
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ftate for Glory, and yet may he 
in the dark about it, and not 
know whether they be {o, or no. *® 
Now it is the duty of theſe, to 
ſeek after a clear knowledge of 
their ſtate in Chriſt, and the par- 
don of their ſins, through his 
Blood. When Believars pray for 
pardon,” tisnot becauſe their pardon 
3s not {ure in Chriſt, but *tis that 
they way get a clearer apprehen- 
{10n of it, tor their comfort. 
Thirdly,” Conſider, that Prayer 
doth not prejudice the ſtability or 
certainty of a thing. Our Saviour 
himſelf prayed for that wiiici he 
was ture of, John 17. 9, 10. The 
Covenant ſtandeth faſt for ever; 
and the promiſes of Pardon, and 
all good in it, are moſt certain, 
and ſhall he fulfilled; for God 
will notalter the thing that is gone 
out of his mouth, P/al.89.. 27, 33, 
34. Yet we mult ſeek, and: pray, 
and put God in ——— : 
us x 
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his Promiſe, as he bids us; - for 
this prejudiccs not- at all the cer- 
* tainty of the Promiſes, nor the 
ſtability of the Covenant of Grace 
in Chriſt, Thus much for In- 
formation; and ior this time. 


Believers 


a 
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Believers Sealed 
=Y ME 


Spirit of Promiſe. 


Fifch Sermon, from Epheſ. 
1. the latter part of the 


I 2 verſe. 


In whojn alſo, after that ye believed, 
ye were Sealed with the Holy Spirit 


of Promiſe. 
PRethren, The Point we are 
upon 1s this, v2. 

Dot: The great priviledge and 
mercy of beingSealed by theSpirit js af- 
ter the duty and att of Believing. For 
the opening this Truth. Firſt, 


TY — _ 
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Firjt, We have given you the 
natureof the Spirit's Sealing-work, 
and how it 1s performed in the 
Soul. 

Secondly, we have ſhewn you, 
why none can be Sealed by the 
Spirit of Promiſe, til] they believe 
in Chriſt, 

Thirdly, V Vhether all believers 
are Sealed by the Spirit, or no ? 

Foarthly, VV hat the great Pri- 
vitedges of Sealed ones are? Theſe 
things we have opened largely. 
Now, 

Fifthly, VVeare upon the Ap- 
plicatory part of this diſcourſe ; 
and we have already {aid fome- 
thing, | 
Frrſt, By way of Information, 
or Inſtruction -in two things, 
which now I ſhall not Repeat to 
you ; but through God's aſſiſtance, 
proceed, and put a period to this 
{ubject at this time. 


ht 
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2. Uſe, Is by wayof Exammati- 
tion and Tryal : Oh, examine 
your own Hearts narrowly ; fee 
how it ſtands between God and 
your Souls ; and whether you are 
Sealed by the Spirit of Promiſe, 
or no? This is a matter to be 
ſtrictly ſearched into, and ought 
to be made your greateſt buſineſs 
in the world. 


Queſt. How [hall we know that 
we are in Chriſt by Faith, and fo 
fealed by the Holy Spirit of Pro- 
miſe ! 


Anſw. By the Divine Operati- 
ons of the Spirit withinyou, bythe 
word, 2 Cor. 5.17.1 The. 1. 4,5,6. 
And by the proper genuine cffeas 
and Fruits of the Spirit's Sealing 
work ; where the Spirit Seals, 
there be ſuch proper genuine ef- 
jects and fruits thereof, that we 
may diitioguiſh and diſcern it 
irom 
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from all the deluſions of the Devil, 
and from all Impoſtures whatſo- 
ever. Oh! See if you can find 
theſe in your Souls, or no; by 
which you may know, how it 
ſtands with you. 


Queſt. What are thoſe proper 
genuine effett's and fruits of the Spi- 
. rits Sealing Work. | 


Firſt Effect is, inflamed Love 
to God and Chriſt, where the 
Spirit {cals,that foul cannot but love 
Chriſt dear ly ; for one Flame doth 

b not more naturally beget another, 

” than the Love of God in Chriſt 
doth kindle the Love of the 
pau to him again. 1 Joh. 4. 16. 
g. We have knona and believed, 

- off Love God hath unto us, &C. v. 
x 19, We loye him becauſe hc hath 
frit loved us. God's Love in 
Chriit 1n the Fountain ; ours the 
ftream flowing from it ; Love is 
| the 


Fg 
PP or Era > We FF wy Orvok © 


of tneSpurtt. 119 
the Life and Soul of Religion, 
the Salt of the zSacrihice. Who » 
can but love God, that is Sealed 
by the Spirit, and have aſſurance 
of his Love to them, through 
Chriſt. When Chritt had forgi- 
ven much to poor Mary, who 
had ſinned much,Oh,how great! 
was her Love inflamed to —_ 
Late. 47.She loved much, for much 
was forgiven her, — my 
was aflured by the Spirit that 
Chriit loved him, Gal. 2. 20. Who 
hath loved me, and given himſelf 
for me. O how was his Love to 
Churiit inflamed, Phil. 3.7, 8,9. 
As Chriſt was faſtened to the 
Crols, lo was he to Paul's heart » 
by Love : Do you love Chrilt or 
| no? Canyou ay as Peter, Thou 
that knoweſt all things, knowesl that 


I love thee, eli. 21, 15. 16, 
I7. - 


vYecond Elect, is Care and Dilt- 
& ENCE 
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ence to follow Chriſt, and do 

s VVill ; a Soul Sealed by the 
Spirit, lies at the Foot of Chriſt, 
and 1s careful of his Honour and 
Glory ; his Care is to ferve 
Chriſt, and in all things to pleaſe 
him; the Sealed Believer runs af- 
ter Chriſt, and is careful to keep 
in his Love, Jae 21. And to have 
reſpeCt to every part of his Sacred 
V'Vill. That Soul which was 
dull and careleſs. before, is now 
aQtiveand lively in God's Service ; 
Faith will make a Man walk, 
but the Spirit's Sealing, or aſſurance 
> will make him run ; this will be 
as wings to a Bird, as weights 
to a Clock, that will ſet all a 
running. Is it thus with you or 


no? Do you run the way ot God's 
Commands with Delight. Pal. 


119. 34, $O. 


Third Effect is, Humility of 
Soul before God, deep abaſements, 
and 
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and great humblings, uſe to fol- 
low the Spurit's Sealing ; thoſethat 
are Scaled, are humble Souls, they 
ſay to Chriſt as the Diſciples, Joh. 
14. 22, Lord how is it that thou 
wilt manifeſt thy ſelf unto as, and 
ot unto the World: Why me, Lord, 
Why me, faith the Soul : VVhen 
God ſealed the Covenant of old 
to Abraham, that he would be hrs 
God, and his exceeding great re- 
ward, he fell on his Face at the 
time, and was very humble, Gep. 
17.1.2. A Soul never lies lower 
at the Foot oft God, nor abhoks 
it ſelf more than when God ma- 
nitelts Iis Love, and Seals it up 
to it. O what am TI, that God 
ſhould be thus rood to look upon - 
me, and tocall me out of Dark- 
neſs by his Grace. 


Fourth FEfeX is , Spiritual 
Strength; for the Wars ot the 
Lord are ſtrength to the upright. 
G Prov, 


- 
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Prov. 10. 29. Increale:! Strength 


inthe Soul follows the Sealing of 


of the Spirit. When Believers 
are ſealed, then new Power and 


» Strength enters into their Souls, 


they are ſtrengthened with might 
in their inward Man. Cot. 1. IT. 
'T he Saints find ſenſible Improve- 
ments of their Abilities for Duty. 
Cart. 6. 12, Is it thus with you. 


Fifthly, This ſealing will make 
us Praiſe God, thoſe that are 
ſealed by the Spirit , have their 
Mouths filled with the Iigh 
Praiſes of God ; they cannot but 
Pen a Soug of Praile, and blels 
the Name of that God, who hath 
done {o much for them : Such ſay 
to their Souls as David, the ſweet 
Singer ot Ijrae!, P{al. 102. 1,2, 3. 
Bleſs the Lord, " 7} Sol, and all 


4 1 that i Z5 ithip FE bes! It. : yoly N ane, 


bleſs the Lord O my Sor /, and for- 
get 7408 ail his Benefits, who forge 
weth 
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wveth thy Inizaittes, healeth thy IDz- 
ſeafes, and (Crowns thee with Loving 


Kynan' (ſes: Paul Penis. a doxoto- 


gy for this Bleſſing of Scaling, 
&e.Epheſ. 1.3. His ſolemn Thanks: 
g1VINg was for this, as well as tor 
other Bleſſings. But agalu, 


Sixth Effect, 1s great Longigs, 
and inflamed D Yeſires, after the 
full enjoyment of C briſk in glory. 
Theywho are Scaled by the Spirit, 
long to be In Heaven, at home 
wito tne Lord, 2 ( 07-5. 4, 5. 1 Ley 
that have taſted the love of God, 
'n Chriſt here, long to be drink- 
ing full draughts of it 1n Heaven, 
Plal. 42. I, 2. My Soul thirfteth 


/ 


for thee; w/)e1 ſhall J Appear © before T 


7: God. Davis did not only 1 101g 
to fee God in his Houle, and in 
1's Ordinances , but alſo 1 his 
glory, where his Soul ſhould be 


 tully fatished; Pfal. 17. 15. There 


iS nothing that makes Death fo 
(3 2 Ulls 


m 
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uſidelirable, as doubts and fears, 
- that hang about the Saints, and 
upon their Spirits, about their 
eternal State and Condition. Per- 
ſons under great doubts, don't 
long 1o much for Death, as thoſe 
who are Sealed and Aflured : 

- Where Perſons evidences for Hea- 
ven are clear, and their doubts re- 
ſolved, they fear not Death, but 
g0 full Sail to Heaven, and depart 
18 great Peace, P/al. 37. 37. Luke 


2.29, 30. 


Theſe are the Souls, that with 
Paul, delire to depart, and to be 
with Chriſt, which 1s tar better, 
or belt of all, Pail. 1. 21,.2% = 
once ( Petov ia) the great Que- 
{tion oi our Intereſt 1n Chriſt be 
thoroughly decided, and be clear 
between God and us, then we 
* thall fnd Life the matter of Pa- 
tience, and Death th2 object of 
defire. But thus much bo W T7 

0 
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of tryal; the Lord ſet you as a 
Seal upon his Heart, and upon his 
Arm, and clear up his Love and 
good will in Chriſt to your Souls, 
that fo you may know it, believe 
it, and admire 1t. 


Third Tſe, by wayof Exhortation. 
And, 


Fir#t, You that are not Scaled 
yet by the Holy Spirit of Promite, 
be exhorted and ftirred up this 
Day, to ſeek out after it, That 
you may be aſſured of your Peace 
with God, an:1 the pardon of your 
Sins, through the Blood of Chrifr. 
Say unto Chriit, as the Spouſe, 
Cant. 6. 8. Set me as a Neal «p01 
thy heart, and as a Seal #038 thy 
ary. Pant after it, as David, P/l, 
35+ 3- Say wnto my Soul, I am thy 
Sa/vation, Make this your grea- 
teſt care and buſineſs in the world, 
next to glorifying of God, to ſet 


3 things 


vw 
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. things to rights, betwixt God and 
our Souls;and to get an aſſurance, \ 
hat he is your Salvation. Grve 
all ailicence to make Jour Calling ana 
Eletion ſure, 2 Pet. 1.10, 11, 


The Uſurer faith, It is good to 
be ſure; the Purchaſer faith, Ir is 
F00d to be {ure ; that his Titie to 
Lands and Houſes be ſure and 
firm. The Tradeſman faith it 1s 
good to be ſure; and ought not 
Believers, above all, to ſay, That 
it 15 good to be ſure of Chriit's 
T ove, and of the goodrels of cur 
Title to heaven and glory 2 For 
the love of Chriſt, heaven and 
glory, arc infinitely above all 
othcr things ; rherefore to be wetl 
aſſurcd of them, we ſhould mind 
*m with the greatett care and dili- 
Fence. 

Motzves. 


Furſt, Conſider, T hat every wil 
Man 
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Man will labour to get a good 
thing, and make 1t as fure ashe 
can, and will you be fuch Focls 
as not to mind and labour to. be 
ſealed by the Spirit, and to be 
aſſured of Chr'it's Love to you, 
and of your 'I'ttle to Glory ; it 1s 
Food to beſure here, that when 
you dye, and have this Earthly” 
Tabernacle diſſolved, you ma 
know you have a Build ing with 
God; an Houle not riade wich 
Hands: eternal in the Heavens, 
ICor. 3. 1, 2. 2aly.Conſider that 
there be many who will queit:on 
your Intereit in Chriſt, and title 
to Eternal Lile : As hrit; the 
Devil, who is the Accuſer of the 
Brethren, a Fighter againlt the: 
Saints, and a great Enemy to all: 
their Peace and: Comfort : O Be- 
levers. he'll follow you witli many : 
Temptations, and Objections a-; 
bout your Eternal State, and raile » 
many doubts in your Hearts it he. 
G 4 cannot 


\ 
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cannot ſplit you upon the Rock 
» of Preſumption, (as he does Thou- 
{ands) he'll endeavourto ruin you 


on the Rock of Deſpair. Peter” 
tells us,that the Devil goes about 


like a roaring Lyon,ſeeking whom 
he may devour, 1 Per. 5. 8. Blef- 


{ed beGod itis not whom he will, - 


but whom he may devour. Says 
Paul, 2Cor 1. 11. Take heed left 
| Satan get an aalantage againſt you ; 
- we are not ignorant of his Devi- 
: 1he Devil has many Sirata- 
id aria wiles to ruin poor Souls, 
and to diſquiet the Hearts of Beliew- 
ers, therefore labour tobe well aſſured, 
that Jou may arſwer all the falſe 
accuſations of the Dewil ; but, Se- 
- coxaly, "There 1s the World, 
which is 61d with Scoffers and 
'Froublers of God's I/rae/, the 
wicked Iſhmaels of the World, 
they*ll call you —— and 
quettion your Title to Heaven 
and Glory ; therefore ſeek _ 
rne 
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the ſealing of rhe Spirit, and to 
be well aſſured of your States and 
Conditions, reſpecting Chriſt and 
Glory, that underall the falſe Cen- 
{ures of the World, you may ap- 
prove your ſelves to God, and 
have inward Peace, and Comfort, 
from this that your Hearts are 
right with God, and that you are, 
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and delire to be that betore God, . 


in reality, that you ſcem to be 
in appearance before Men : My 
Righteouſneſs, (faith Job) I mil! hold 
faſt, and my Heart (viz. my Con{ci- 
ence) ſhall not condemn me as loas 
as ever 1 live, 

Though you condemn me for 
an Hypocrite, yet my Righte- 
ouſneſs or Integrity I will hold 
faſt, and will keepa good Con- 
{ciencc, that {hall nor condemn 
me as long as I Live. 


Thirdly, There 1s your own 


Hearts , that will join in too 
G 5 much 


N 
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much with theſe Accuſers ; theres. 
fore you had need labour to get a 
g00d Aſſurance, for if your Hearts 
condemn you, God 1s greater than : 
your Hearts, and kuoweth all 
things; but if your carts condemn 
you not, then have you Contt- 
dence towards God, 1 John 3. 20, 
21. But, 


Thiraly , Conſider-. when you 
are ſealed by the Spirit, or have 
g0t a good Aſſurance, Cs. you 
will go abour good duties with 
great comfort, and delight ; you 
will reſiſt Sin, and the Devil, 
Pray, Read, and Hear with great 
{wectncls and delight ; you'll 
bear Creſles, endure T'ryals with 
aa. Pat.cace. Abraham was to 
do «: hard. piece of Work, v7. 
to kill his ouly Son, bot having 
received t}:: Fromites, he went 
about 1t Chcariully, Heb. 11. 17, 
18. days David, ial, 89. 15, 16. 
Bleſſed. 
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Bleſſed are they that hear the joy 
ful Sound ; why are they bleſſed? 
They ſhall walk (fays he) i» the 
Light of thy Countenance, O Lord, . 
in thy Name ſhall they rejoice all the 
Day. Bat, | 


Fourih!y , Conſider that he 
whom God loves is a happy 
Man, though he knows 1t.not, z. e, 
be not fully aſſured of it ; bur. 
he that knows he 1s beloved of 
God, knows himſelt to be a hap- 
py Man, to be beloved of God 1n 
Chriſt is great happinc(s ; bur to 
know that God doth love us in 
Cluwiſt, 15 greater happineſs, 


Fifihly , Conſider , that to be 
fealed, or aſſured by the Spirit, is 
very {v.cet and comfortable to 
the Soul : "This 1s the Manna , 
(fays one) in the golden Pot, the 
Wine of Paradice, whiclr chears 
agd revives the heart ; how ſweet 

\s 
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is a Smile. from God, through 
Chriſt. "The Sun, you know, 1s- 
more chearing when it ſhines 
out, than when it is hid in a Cloud, 
aſſurance is ſweet in Liſe in Suffer- 
ings, and: in Death it ſelf, it puts 
a Man in Heaven as it were, be- 
fare his time. But, 


Queſt, May ſome fay, What 
mult we do to obtain the Sealing 
of the Spirit, or Aſſurance. 


Anſwer. 

Firft, Direction. Labour to get 
ſume certain and infallible Signs 
and Characters out of God's ho- 
ly Word of ſaving grace , that 

ou indeed are ſuch as God has 
changed by his Spirit , and 
wrought grace in your Hearts .; 
the Spirit's Sealing, or Aſſurance 
({aith one) 1s made up of apra- 
ttical Syllogiſm, where the _— 
0 
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of God is the Major , a good 
Conſcience the Minor , and the 
Spirit of God the Concluſion ;" 
as for Inſtance, the word faith, 
that he who loves God is belo» 
ved of God. Conſcience faith , 
but I 'ove God, faith the Spirit, 
therefore art thou beloved of God. 
As alſo, He that believeth { faith 
the word) ſhall be Saved, John 3. 
16. Conſcience, but I do beheve, 
thereſore ( faith the Spirit )* thou 
ſhalt be Saved. Now fee if you 
can bind! theſe in your Hearts. 


Seconaly, Retire. your ſelves in- 
to ſome private place alone, from 
the Eye of the World, where 
none fee you but God, and there 
narrowly ſearch. and. try your 
hearts. See how it ſtands be- 
tween God "and you: Have you 
Grace, or no; Faith, or no, 2 
Cor. 13. 5. Examine whether 
Ts ; you 
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you be 1n the Faith, and Faith he 
th you. Oh! be not Strangers ts 
your ſelves, bur commune. daily 
with your own Hearts, "This is a 

ood way to get Aſſurance : 

any are Strangersto themſelves, 
and look more abroad ypon others, 
than at home, into their own 
Hearts, P/a/. 4. 4, 5. 


Thirdly, Be earneſt with God 
at the Throne of Grace, Eb, 4. 
alt. Beg, of him to Scal you by his 
Spirit, and, through Chrilt, to 
diſcover your ſtate and condition 
to you ; that ſo you ray not be 
deceived, and go down to Hel! 
with a Lye in your right hand. 
Ford ſay to my Soul, 1 am thy 
Szttation, Pſati. 35. 2. Plead thus 
daily with God, that fo you may 
nor loſe your comfort on the one 
hand, nor your precious Souts cn 
the other. Bur, 

Fo thy, 
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Foerthly, Watch much over 
your own Hearts. and Lives; be 
very careful of your ſteps; and 
how = walk, thet you grieve 
not the good Spirit. Let not 

our Hearts run out too much 
upon the World, and be not too 
careleſs of your ſteps, leſt you 
offend God, Pal. 39. 1. I aid; 
I will look to my ways, &c. That is, 
I reſolved to do lo. So Pray do 
you, for to him that ordereth his 
Converlation aright, God will 
ſhew his Salvation, P/:/. 50.23. 


Fifthly, Wait humbly and pas-- 
tiently upon the Lord, even till 
he ſhall ſhed abroad his Love ir 
your hearts, and 1et you as a Seal 
upon his heart. They that wart 
upon God, ſhall have renewed 
ſtrength, 4/.. 40. 29, 20. Who is 
there amopg you that- teargrh the- 
Lord, 


136 T be Sealing, 
Lord, who walketh in darkneſs, 
and fee no light. Oh! truſt in the 
Name of the Lord, and ſtay, and 
- wait upon him. I fay to you, as 
David, P/al.. 27. ult. Wait on the 
Lord, and be of good courage, for 
he ſhall ——_ your hearts. 
Wait, I fay, on the Lord: wait- 
ing Chriſtians will Joſe nothing, 
- Mich. 7.9. 


| Sexthly, Mourn over all thoſe 


ſins, that cauſe the Lord to with- 


draw, and hide his Face from 
your Souls, Ja. 59. 2. Have you 
not grieved the Spirit, and been 
guilty: of too much. Pride,. Paſſion, 
Formality, and Unbelief ? Oh ! 
weep bitterly for this, before the 
Lord; look upon. Chritt, whom 
you have pierced, Zygch. 12. 10, 
Sights of a broken Chriſt, will 
cauſe a broken Heart. None can 


look upon Chrilt truly, without. 


bro- 
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brokenneſs of heart : ke that looks 
upon Chriſt ſavingly, will mourn 
for him, as a Man for his only 
Son. Mourning, for an only $0n, 
is the greateſt of Sorrow : our ſor- 
row for fins againſt God, ſhould 
exceed all other ſorrow. Though 
there be no merit, yet there 1s 
much mercy in a broken heart, 
P/al. 51. 17. 34+. 18. They that 
. mourn, ſhall 'be comforted, Matth 5, 

6. 


Seventhly, In times of trouble 
and deſertion, keep up Faith ; and 
in times of Communion keep up 
tear : when G od has hid his Face, 
and you fit in darkneſs, then tir 
up Faith; truſt, and ſtay ftill 
upon him, 1/a. 50. 11. Ard when 
God (hall manitelt himſelf, and 
ſhine upon you, then keep up 
ſear; a fear of Jealouſie, not of 
Diſtruit. Work o#t your Salvation 

with 
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with fear, Phil. 2.12. Bleſſed is 
the Man that Jearcth always, : Tho? 
my Beloved, we blame the Pa- 
piſts for teaching People to doubt, 
and for making ther a duty which 
15 a Sin; yet we are fora narrow 
ſearch, 2nd a holy Fear, and 
Tremblingintrying of our hearts, 
leſt we be deceived in the end. 


Eighthly, Make rauch of, and 
cheriih the holy Spirit of God, 
Oh, do not refilt him, but com- 
ply with his Bleſſed | Motions ; 
it 15 the Spirit that is the Com- 
forrer, Jo;z 14. 16., who ſeals 
up aſlurance to us, 2 Cor. 1. 
22. When good David would 
have aſſurance of God's Love, 
that his broken Bones might be 
healed ; he prayed earneſtly that 
God would not take his holy Spt- 
rit from him, P/al. 51. 11. 12. 
Dawid knew that it was the Spiz 

rit 
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rit only that could make him 
hear thc Voice of Joy and Glad- 
nes. O make much of the Spt- 
rit, deal tenderly, and — 
Jum ; do not grieve nor quench: 
him, as too many do. Eph, 4.30. 


M3 "} ® 
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Niatity, As doubts ariſe in your 
Hearts, get -them ſatisfied , and 
and as Sins are committed in ' 
your Lives, get them pardoned. 
Areyour Hearts, Chriſtians , fiþ 
led with doubts and fears about 
the {tate of your Souls : Ocry to 
God to reſolve and {catter them : 
Have youfal'en into any $1n thro' 
Intirmity, and Temptation : Cry 
*tor parccn through Chritt, who 
1s your Advocate, and Friend'in 

Icavenr, and isthere pleading for 
you. Heb. 7,20. 1 Jon 2. I, 2. 


Touhly, Keep a pure Conſci« 
ENCE 
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ence ; O ſec that no Sin or guilt 
lye there unrepented of; remem- 
ber that God Seals no Pardon, 
before Faith and Repentance ; 
keep Conſcience therefore pure , 
and void of offence, we are bid- 
den, Heb. 10.22. to draw near to 
God, with true Hearts, and in 
the full aſſurance of Faith ; ha- 
ving our Hearts ſprinkled from * 
an evil Conſcience, &c.: He that 
allows himſelf in Sin, and keeps 
Rt a - good Conſcience, cannot 
draw nigh to God in the full aſſu- 
rance of Faith: But, 


11. Laſtly, Lye at the Pool of 
Ordinances; frequent much the 
Word and Sacraments, that are 
God's Appointments, in which he 
has promiſed to meet his People ; 
do not ſtay away from Hearing, 
nor from the Table of the Lord, 
at No time, as many do, for every 


ſmall 
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{mall frivolous thing. The way 
to mect with God, and to have 
an aſſurance of his Love, to be 
Sealed by his Spurit, 1s to wait 
upon him in his Ordinances, and 
to-remember him in his ways, 1/x. 
64. 5. The Ordinances of God, 
are the banquetting Houſe, where 
God diſplays the- Banner of his 
Love, and ſeals it upto his People, 
Cart. 2. 4. To be found fincerel 
in the way and ule of God's Ord 
nances. 1$ the way to be ict as a 
Seal upon Chriit's ticarr. 


2. Branci;, You that are Sealed 
and aJured by the Spirit, of the 
love of God in Chrilt to you, Oh! 
be exhorted. 


Firſt, to endeavour to keep the 
ailurance you have; as we mult 
labour , to get it, iO to keep it. 
It is a Mercy we {houid beware 


of 
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of loſing ; it is the comfort of your 
life, and *twill be ſweet in death: 

What comfort is there preierable 
to this, which flows from the 
Sealing of the Spirit, or the Ailu- 
rance of God's lovein Chriſt. Now 
hat you may have much of this 
Sweetneſs , and Comfort, keep, 
and hold faſt that aſſurance which 
you have through Grace ob- 
rained, 


Queſl 100. 


How, or by what means may 
we do this ? 


Anſwer, 


F:rit, By renewing your Repen- 
tance often for Sit), you cannot 
live without Sin, therefore live 
not without Repentance ; God 
T olte 
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often cloaths ſuch with rhe Gar- 
ments of Joy, and Comfort, wha 
tumble themſelves 1n Ajhes, as 
it were, 4or their Sins. Pleſſed are 
they that mourz, for they ſhall be 
20mforted, Matth. 5, 6. nd that 
are humble, for itey ſhall he exalt- 


ea. James 4. 9, 10. 


Secondly, Fear the hidings of 
God's Face, and the withdraw- 
ing the Light of his Counte- 
nance from you; David tearcd 
much, therefore prayed much, 
Hae mot thy Face fr om thy Servapt, 
&c. Pſal. 27. 9. Fear alfo to of- 
tend God by doing of any Evil, 
beware of every Sin, and of eve- 
ry Temptation to Sin , cither 
Irom the Devil, the Worid, or 
your Hearts. When tempred to 
SIN, lay as Joſeph did, How caz 1 
ao this great Evil, an ſin againſt 
(104, Gen. 39. 9, SIN is an t£10c- 

my, 
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my, it hides God's Face from us, 
and wounds our Souls ; *twill 
break our Bones, therefore fight 
againſt it. x Pet, 2. 11. 


Thirdly, Renounce all truſt, and 
Confidence 1n your ſelves, in your 
own Works, and Righteouſneſs ; 
depend alone upon God in Chriſt, 
and labour to be found in him, 
having on: his pure Righteouſ- 
neſs. Paul deſir* d to renounce and 
leave all. to be found in Chriſt, 
Phil. 3.,7, 8. Where is the Chri- 
ftian like Paul, that has no Con- 
fidence in the Fleſh, or in their 


own Abilities ; but truſt alone - 


in God , who givech his all things 
to enjoy. 2 Cor. 1. 9. 


Fo:.rthly. Study Sanctification 
more, both 1n Heart and Life ; 
they mait follow after Holineſs, 
that would ſee God, Hb. 12. 14. 


they 
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They that perfect Holineſs in the 
fear of the Lord, ſhall certainly 
ſee 'God, and behold his Salva- 
tion, *P/al. 50. 23. Oh! then be 
found in the conſtant and daily cx- 
erciſe of. Grace, and perſeverance 
in Holineſs and Picty, 2 Cor. 7.1, 
2. 1F;, 2.14. - Bus 


Fifthly, Take heed of nouriſh- 
mg Fealouſies, and Suſpicions of 
God in your hearts; tear not his 
Love to you, but yours to him, 
Some cry out, Oh ! the Lord does 
not loye me ;- for he has {et me as 
a mark for ls Arrows, and has 
forſaken me; -he-is my Enemy, 
and I fear he will damn me at 
lat, after all. What dreadtul 
thoughts are theſe of God; even 
that God, who i-epeth covenant and 
mercy with hi; for ever, Pſal, 89. 
33, 34- Oh! harbour not thelg 

a. Jea- 
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Jealouſies of God.If you find them 
in you at any time, ice you check 
them, for God abides faithftul,and 
his love is the ſame for ever, Jer. 
29. 11, 12. 1 know the thoughts 
that I think towards you, ſaith the 
Lord, they are thoughts of peace, and 
not of evil, to give you an expetted 
end, My thoughts are not your 
thourhts, nor my ways, your ways, 


ſaith Goa, Ifa. 55. 8, 9, 10,11.But 


* Mixthly,Stand up forthe Truths 
of God againſt all Oppoſers; and 
» for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, Jude v. 3. Much of God's 
Glory hes in his Truth, and they 
that ſtand up for his Truth, as it 
1s in Jetus, and bear witneſs for it 
in the World, are, and may be 
{ure, they ſhall be happy, 2 7 mm. 
2,12, But, 


Seventh- 
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Seventhly, Have a care of Sin” 
ning; but eſpecially of _— 
prefumptuoully againſt Light an 
Knowledge. -\nr as David, P/al. 
19. 11, 12. 1obe kept fromall ſin, 
bat eſpecially from preſumptuous ſins, 
tnat they have no aominion over you. 
Sin 1s: that which provokes God, 
and will wound your Conſciences, 
ſpoil your Peace, and mar your 
Evideaces, .and Aſſurance for 
Heaven; therefore ſtrive, and 
watch againſt all Sin, Jer. 44. 4- 
Matth. 26. 41. 


Eighthiy, Be much in Prayer to 
God, thro' Chriſt, Pray often and 
earneſtly, like Jacob, for the Spi- 
rit of Adoption, to Seal you up to 
the day of Redemption. *Tis the 
Spirit muſt Seal you, and reveal 
to you, the great things of God, 
that appertain to the Kingdom of 

H 2 God, 
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God, 1 Cor. 2.10. Oh! Pray for 
more Grace, more Faith, more 


Love, and for more Aſſurance, 
Luke 17. 5.Pſal. 4. 6. 36. 10, 


Ninthly, Be tender of . God's 
Honour and Glory in the World : 


ſcek and ſtudy that above all, 1 


Coy. 10. 31. Our dear Lord Jeſus, 


as Man,abode in his Father's love, 
by being zealous for his glory, and 
ſo may you this way. Let the 
zeal of God's Houle cat you up, 
John 2.17, Oh! ſtudy every way 
to advance his glory ; tor they that 
advance God's glory here, hel! 
advance their joy and comfort in 
Chriſt, 1 Sas. 2. 30.. - 


Tenthly, Be very humble. Olr! 
have a care of Pride; for Pride e- 
ſtrangeth the Soul trom God, and 


God jrom the Soul. . H- beholds the 
Proxd 
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Proud afar off, James 4. 6. but 
gives more grace tothe humble,When 
you are high in Aſſurance, and 
have received much from God, 
Oh! then be low in Humility ; 
for God reſfiſteth the Proud. Paul 
had a great aſſurance, being Sealed 
by the Spirit; yer {faith one) he 
baptizeth himſelf with this name, 
the chief of Sinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15, 
16. The Jewel of Aſſurance, I 
am ſure, is beſt kept in the Cabt- 
net of a humble ant! low Spirit, 
Oh! be humble in your own eyes, 
and lye low, then God will exalt 
you. But, 

Secondly, You that are Sealed 
by the Spirit,and have Aſſurance, 
be exhorted, not only to keep it, 
but to improve it, for God's glo- 
ry, your own comlort, and the 
good of others. 

Quelt. How ſhall ne do this in a 
right manner i Ht 3 

Anh, 
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Anſw. Firſt, by encouraging of 
thoſe poor Souls, who are yet in 
their Sins,. and in an unconverted 
State, Oh! tell them how ſweet 
this hidden . Manna 4s, and what 
a good” Maſter Chriſt is, whom 
you love and ſerve. Oh ! perſuade 
Sinners by the love and mercy of 
God in Chriſt, to leave their ſins, 
and inroll their Names 1n his Fa- 
mily : ule what Arguments you 
can with them ; for he that win» 
neth Souls is wife, Prov. 11. 3o.. 
Such ſhall ſhine in glory, Daz. 12. 
5, 0. 

_Seconaly, Comfort as you can, 
weak Chriſtians, who have nct 
the Scalings of the Spirit ; that you 
have, I ſay to you as Chriſt 
faid to Peter, Luke 22. 32. When 
you are converted, ſtrengthen your 
Brethren ; Comfort them that ace 
itrugling, and ready to ſink. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Walk more heavenly. 
than ever; look to your Hearts, 
Lives, and Ations; fee that you - 
walk as Children of the light, not 
as the fooliſh, but as the-wiſe, re- 
deeming all time for God, Eph. 5. 
5, 16. But, 


Fourthly, Traprove 1t by achear- 
ful walking and ſerving of God ; 
Come before him with gladneſs- and 
ſinging, Pal. 100. 1, 2. Tis for 
Perſons condemned to hang down 
their heads, and be ſad: but you 
are pardoned and juſtified through 
Chriſt, therefore.rejoice, Rom. 5, 
7, 2. 1 Cor. 6. 11.. Shall Drun-» 
kards, Swearers, Whoremongers, 
and wicked Wretches rejoice, who 
are juſt upon the brink of Hell, 
and are condemned already, John 
3. 18. and will you that are Be- 
lievers be ſacl. oh : Chear up, lift 


H 4 up 
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up your Heads and Rejoice. I 
ſay to you as Jonatlab to 4{mnon, 
2 Sar. 13. 3. Why art thou, being 
« Kings Sor (0 lean from day to day, 
fo, why are you, Believers , being 
8he Kyng's YoHs, a;rd Daughters of 
Heaven, fo fad,” Why do you not re- 
Joice more tin Chriſt,” aud in your 
bleſſed Eitate, being Sealed, and 
aſſured by the _ ; Oh rejoice 
in the Lord, and again 1 ſay rejoice. 
Phil. 4. 4. How merry is the 
Bird , how muſical docs it ſing, 
that knows not where to have, 
and pick up its next Crumb, and 
will you be fad who are afſured of 
God's Love to you, and not're- 
joice in it. I will rejoice ( ſaith 
Hlibakkak : in the God of my Sal- 
ration. Hab. 3. 17, 18. But, 


Fifthly and laſtly, aud fo ſhall 
conclude. Let your Hearts be 


much endeared to God by Love ; 
Ie 
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hehath done great things foryou in 
Chriit, and beſtowed much up- 
on you. Oh, ſee that your Hearts 
run out in Love towards him » 
P/al. 31..23. Oh love the Lord, all 
ye his Saints; it was a Saying of 
Auſtin, I would hate my Soul if I 


did not find it lovins God. Whom 


ſhould you love but God ? Has \, 


he done ſo much in you, and ' 
for you,- and. will you . not. Love 
Him ? Oh give him your Hearts 
and beſt AﬀeQtions, and ſhew 
your Love to him by obeying 
his Commands ; If ye Love Me 
( faith Chriſt ) Kpep my Com 
manaments, John 14,15, 16; 
Thus improve your Grace and 
Aſſurance, that you may glo- 
rifie the Name of that God, 
who hath called you out of 
Darkneſs, into this marvellous 
Light ; and Scaled you by his 

| Sparit, 
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Spirit. Thus much for this 
ime, and this Text ; the 
Lord give you Underſtanding, 

in all theſe things, Amer, 


Advertiſement. 


LL Sorts of Second-hand 
Books bought and Sold; as 
Mathematical, Arithmertical, Phi- 
loſophical, Aſtrolcgical, Chymi- 
cal, Chyrurgical, riyfical. Foeti- 
cal, Travels, Voyages, ' and Di- 
vinity ; choice Bibles; where is 
to be had Money for any Study,or 
Parcels of Books; by Caleb Hooker, 
at the Sign of the Muzeled Bear, 
on Wapping-Wall, near Pelican- 
OLatrs. 


